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INTRODUCTION. 


Fr art of printing, 
which b the honor of num- 
bering ſeveral very eminent and 
ingenious men amongſt i its pro- 
feſſors, has not, it is preſumed, 
contributed more to the diſſe- 
mination of uſeful knowledge in 
the various branches of ſcience, 
than been eſteemed a certain 
ſource of private pleaſure to 
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the individuals of 2 happy 
countries, into which it has 
been received, and the freedom 
of the preſs eſtabliſhed, eſpe- 
cially in this enlightened king. ® 
dom, where the ſpirit of literary 3 
enterprize is continually receiv. |Þ 
ing ſuch ample rewards my a 
diſcerning community. dT; e 


| ONE 
| Tuts recreative art has had 
many ſupporters in every ſtage of 
its advancement amongſt man. 
kind; and the introduction of | 
the following Odes in its favor, 3 
{the firſt of which is probably F 
become ſcarce to the amateurs 
of printing) will do immortal 
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honor to its author, and cannot 
fail to excite univerſal admira- 
tion.—The ſecond, which is of 
modern compoſition, is the pro- 
duction of an humbler pen, and 


2 tho' it has not that ſublimity of 


thought and. elegance of dic. 
tion which graces the former, 
is not, perhaps, unfit for the 
anniverſary meetings of the ty. 
pographical profeſſors, in this 


and the lifter kingdoms, 
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P RINTING ! chou fair diffulive Ray, 17. 019! 
Thou next to the meridian Day, * 3 


DU JUN el 
Come, ſpread ty Los: : 33 


Let all the World, eonv inc d, a 107142 
That Thou, alone, art only fair, 2 


ö The HEAD of Arts and rg 80 - 
of ”% 4 4 499! «xo 3 + . 
. 4 + ff . 3 .4 . w# < 
II. 
Hail! Queen of Manners, Light of Truth! 6 


Hail! Charm of Age, and Guide of Vouth! 

| Sweet Refuge of Diftreſs : 

In Buſineſs, Thou! exaft, polite ; | 
Thou giv'ſt Retirement its Delight, 

Proſperity its Grace, 
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Of Wealth, Pow'r, Wiſdom, Thou the Cauſe ; 
Foundreſs of Order, Cities, Laws, 
Of Arts, Inventreſs Thou! 
Without Thee, what were Human Kind ! 
How vaſt their wants ! their Thoughts how blind ! 
Their Joys how mean : how few ! 
IV. 


nd 


Sun of the Soul ! thy Beams unveil! ! 


Let Liberty direct the Sail, 


In all her Colours dreſt; 
To guide Thee on from Land to Land: 2 
And girded with her Armour ſtand, 5 
10 Truth's leyereſt Telt. 


V. 


And when Corruption fpreads around, 
Fix ſure thy Standard in the Ground 
And drive her to the Sea: 
Shew 'tis thy Province to detect 
Thoſe Sycophants that would reject 


Great B&1TAIN'S LIBERTY. * | 


ODE II. 


ADAPTED TO THE MUSIC OF SAY LOVELY PEACE, iu. 
DR. ARNOLD $ ESSEX HARMONY» 
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I. 
Ins rIxE, O Muſe ! with Joy, tq hail, 
This happy Day—Aſſiſt the Tale 
That ſhall declare, if thou impart, 
Th' wond'rous Beauties of our Art. 
For Printing now recorded high ſhall ſtand, 
And ornament our native Land. 


LOG i 
From Eaſt to Welt, with Rapture ſee 
The Progreſs of our Myſtery ii 


From North to South, ſee how its ; ſpreads & 
And Heav'n's benigneſt Bleſſings ſheds. 
The Gifts of Heav'n with Gratitude we own, 


Like GEORGE, who graces BxaTAin's Throne. 


III. 
Exalt your Notes, your Voices raiſe, 
To ſpeak each worthy Patron's Praiſe 5 
Who to the Prefs their Labours give, 
That LEARNING may in Triumph live, 
Each Author's Name, immortal let it be; 
Rever'd to late Poſterity. 
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IV. 

Inſtructive Art! Thee, who devis'd, 
By unborn Nations ſhall be priz'd; 
Who open'd to expanſive View 
A Source of Pleaſure, ever new. 
From Pole to Pole his native Genius fing: 

To him a grateful Tribute bring. 


V. 
Of Arts and Commerce *tis the Key, 
And guides the Helm on Land or Sea 3 
Dire&ts the Hero in the Field. — 
Of LIBERTY the Sword and Shield, 


Let ev'ry State its ſacred Rights maintain, 
And TRUTH protett its wide Domain. 


VI. 
See, with Succeſs it opes che Mind, 

Makes Men the lovers of their Kind; 
Delights the Fair—the Rough ſubdues, 
And, for the Bonds of FaIENDSN IT, ſus, 

Let Friendſhip reign, let Marth and Joy appear. 
To crown the Labours of cach Year, 


| 
| 
| 


[viii 

es ee Ee 

Tur art of writing and con- 
veying our thoughts to others, 
as ſtrongly connected with chat 
of printing, conſiſts only in 
a triple combination of LET. 
TERS, WORDS, and SENTENCES ; 
and thoſe who can- write letters 


on buſineſs, friendſhip, or on 


any of the other purſuits of life, 


are, for the moſt part, poſſeſſed 


of the pre-requiſites for aiding 


the Republic of Letters, which, 


like other uncertain foundations, 


is more or leſs upon the decline, 
according to the temper and 
diſpoſition of its conſtituents. 
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— ArcHrTECTURE, or building 
has not the moſt diſtant reſem- 
blance either to writing or print- 
ing, but as they conſiſt of a com. 
bination of characters, or mate. 
rials, which produce a pleaſing 
effect for the eye of admiration; 
and inſtances are perpetually 
occurring where, even life it- 
ſelf ſeems ready to adorn and fill 
the typographic page. 


— 


2 


Wx an enquiry to be made- 
concerning the talents of Com- 
poſitors in this kingdom only, 
we ſhould find many who poſ- 
ſeſs an acumen that emphati- 
3 B 


4 
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cally diſtinguiſhes them from 


other men. Let thoſe, there. 


fore, more immediately connec. 


ed with the intereſts of Printing, 
conſider theſe hints as calculated 
to awake their attention, and try 


© What the latent, what the covert yield,” 70 


which, if improved, will SR 
ample employment to ſuch as 
may have reaſon to complain 
of tedious hours, and will, more- 
over, render the Britiſh preſſes: 
eminently ſuperior to thoſe of 
diſtant nations, not only in the 
number, but the merit of their 
productions. 


[ > 


gy Editors of our x Ciclo. 
pædias have certainly given ſuf. 
ficient encouragement to every 
deſcription of laudable adven. 
ture, by perſuading men not to 
be diſcouraged at the failing of 
one, or more attempts, to form 
ſome new thing, that the ſtock 
of uſeful knowledge may at the 
2 leaſt ſuffer no diminution, but 
3 rather be increaſed, by exert. 
I ing thoſe powers Gets tel to 
us by the Firſt Author of all 
ſcience, human and divine. EY 


' From a curſory view only of 
the advanced ſtate of human 
B 2 | 


3 


r 


— 


aer in ſubjects of liter 
ture, we may naturally ſuggeſt, 
. is ſcarcely room for' the 
admiſſion of a ſingle volume, 
unleſs the ſubject of it tends in 
ſome degree to diſplay the vir. 
tues and powers of ſome newly 
diſcovered matter or inſtru- 
ment, whereby the intereſts 
of mankind might be generally 
promoted, after a Sacha 
tried proceſs. 


Ir will be eaſily allowed that, 
were any individual poſſeſſed 
of accurate knowledge in a new 
branch of the liberal or me. 
chanic arts, ſuch an one would 
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feel a great degree of pleaſure 
on the firſt deſire of communi. 


J 
- # cating the reſult of his ſtudies, 


9 from the degree of property he 
is thereby inveſted with; and 
from the natural propenſity in 
man to be doing good. 


- Quar1FicaTIONs of this kind, 


however, are to be found in all 
- & the circles of our enquiries; 


and it is a plealing conſidera- 
tion to a feeling heart, that 


„(allowing in the mean time all 
poſſible perfection to writers on 


; the ſame ſubject with myſelf) 
there is much treaſure to be met 
| F vrith, even in our own minds, 
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added to that we may diſcover 
in others, could we depend on 
obtaining an a& of grace from 
the Literary Parliament of the 


metropolis, who, it muſt be 


confeſſed, can exert a preroga- 
tive held only by profound 


. and experience of 
the world. 


To ſolicit a favor of any man, 


or bodies of men, where the 


certainty of its being wanted 


could not be proved, would be, 


not only an inſult to their feel. 


ings, but a ſure mark of ſuch a 


requeſt coming from one poſ. 


ſeſſed of the higheſt pitch of low 
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1mpertinence.—A Jew beggar. 
woman, in my hearing, once 


— 


accoſted Aa gentleman in St. 


Paul's Church-yard in the fol- 


boring manner: —“ Sir, will 


| 2 * you give me half a guinea ? 
God Almighty will give you 
„ half a guinea ſome time.“ 
The gentleman turned from her 
2 with an air of indignation, and 
1 left the poor woman to her well 


deſerved fate. The inference 


from hence is, I think, that if 


the woman really wanted, and 
had had the modeſty to ſolicit 
sgh for a temporary relief 
only, the gentleman, we will 
ſuppoſe, would, with a charac... 
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terizing ſpirit of true benevo. 
lence and ſympathy, have given 
her ſomething in an Wann of | 


keen diſtreſs, 


0 Urnen, os prefaced the 
little I have to offer at preſent, 
in a manner peculiar to a Print- 
er's Devil, I ſhall, (and hope 
for permiſſion in future to ex. 
tend it) proceed to the parti: 
culars of early life, in a way, I * 
hope, neither diſguſting nor 


unentertaining to my readers. 


, 


On the whole. from the fore. 
going and many other conſide- 
rations, I draw, with the pen 


[ xvii 7 


of diffidence, the moſt humili- 
| N ating concluſions; yet I farther 

hope, when what is advanced 
has received a candid peruſal, 
it will be granted, that I have 
. > written not altogether with the 
„ tears of afMiction,” but like. 
wiſe with thoſe of joy and con- 
> = folation, amidſt the cares and 
2 perplexities of precarious ſub. 
ſiſtence. 
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4 WV find ĩt obſerved by Mr. 
Pomfret, in his poems, that “ Truth lies 
hid ;** and it would have been better for 
the world had lies been hid too, that is, 
5 5 loud, wicked, abominable lies—ſuch as 


injure our national—or neighbour's cha- 
= racter, his domeſtic peace, or whatever he 
Z holds dear to his preſent happineſs. 


Ir is ſomewhat ſurprizing that a charac- 


Wy 0 


3 ter ſo well known, as that of a Printer's 
C 2 
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Devil, thould not have been noticed much 


ſooner, by ſome of our profeſſors. The 
writer of a theatrical piece called“ The 
* Author,” has introduced one on the pub- 
lic ſtage, but he ſo ſeldom appears in his 
proper character, that it is hardly diſcern- 


ible whether he is a genuine devil or not. 


Tur author of the Country Spectator has 
obſerved, that it is the cuſtom of ſome au- 


thors to cxcite, rather than to gratify curi- 


oſity. I ſhall not attempt to define curio- 


ſity farther than by ſaying, we Printers' 
Devils have a ſtrong propenſity to peep in- 
to other men's Works. This will be ac. 
knowledged a laudable curiofity ; and had 
| not apprehended the ſame curioſity in 
my rcaders, I nced not have aſſumed fo 
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humble 2 character as that of a Printer's 


Fe 


Auoxd the variety of objects which de- 


mand the curioſity of a printer's devil, is 
; 


| ' that called, by a much-admired writer, 
The whole worlds of Reaſon, Life, and Senſe,” 


therefore, as I have in this little heart of 


mine, that, as Mr. Heywood obſerves 


XZ «| can ſcarce ſuffice a kite for a breakfaſt,” 


* — three worlds, of which I at preſent hold 
3 the ſovereignty without contempt, let me, 
3 even while obviating the wants of the 
4 « preſent, indulge the propenſities to 


literary curioſity, as follows. 


Bur, leſt I ſhould proceed too abruptly, 
it is neceſſary to obſerve in the preſent 


4 MEMOIRS. 
period, when our minds are likely to be 


agitated, and our irregular paſſions heated 
by the influx of a torrent of political in- 
formation, that every author, who can liſp 
out a few ſentences in the moſt diabolical 
invective, on the Rights and Wrongs of 


Men, ſhould at the ſame time make 


the objects and maxims of our exiſting 
Governors their ſole ſtudy and purſuit; 


ſuch men, I muſt own, have a better 
claim to the title of devils than I have pre- 


tenſions to, or even wiſh to deſerve : for, 


were I to give a public and decided opi- 


nion (and I ſhall be allowed to have many) 
on matters I deem far too weighty for me 
at preſent, it might unluckily turn out, as 
I think it has already done to many, that 
I ſhould deſerve, and juſtly, the appella- 


tion and reward of a mi/chievous devil. On 


"ns 
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a the other hand, ſhould I appear to my 
q 1 readers as really meriting the epithet and 
\ i oprobium of a lying devil, I hope the im- 


2X putation will in ſome meaſure be - wiped 
/ 3 off by an ancient and facetious writer, 
- | 


who has told us a greater lic in his © True 
B 


> #< Hiſtory,” than either Tom P, or 
4 E his competitor, Mr. B——e: but then, 
;. 4 Be, with his wonted veracity, adviſed his 

Ei Y readers to have a care how they afforded 
it credit. 

— 3 - T rovr my country, and ſincerely wiſh, 
© | . far as is requiſite, that it was (as a poor 

- author may ſay, « Meo ſum pauper in 

: aere *) but, as it will be time enough for 
l me to ſpeak more at large upon State Af- 


a, when I ſhall have had the experience 
of one of the two gentlemen above alluded 


MEMOIRS, 


3 N — 
to, or half the wit and ingenuity ofthe 
other, I will beg leave to be literally born, 


by ſaying, with as much ſeriouſneſs and 
gravity as any Printer's Devil in Chriſten- 


Narvns, kind and prolific, gave me 


birth 55 minutes paſt 10 P. M. on the 


1 8th, of December, 1752. At that time 
mx mother, doubtleſs, felt all thoſe ® 
affections for me which are natural to te 
ſex, at the birth of a child; and my fa- 
ther rejoiced in me, as the fruit of that 
ſincere attachment and conjugal fidelity * 
they experienced after their union at the i 


facred altar, | ' 


I was, I have been told, a very comely 7 
boy, and. uſed to ſay ſome notable things, 
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id 
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3 when not more than three years old; one 
of which I aſk pardon for introducing, 
which is as follows :—A relation of my fa- 
3 ther's, who ſometimes took care of me in 
3 the early part of my infancy, to eaſe the 
hands of my mother, aſked me, at the 
3 Grvecwl of our cottage, who my mother 
1 was? when, it is ſaid, I anſwered with 


2 © that ſimplicity ſo much admired in others 


3 of my age, that, ©« ſhe was only my neigh- 
bour.“ 


Tus early diſcovery of the conduct of 


* my friends indicates to me at leaſt, that 
| 1 exemplary regard and concern for the off- 
4 


s of their kin, which numbers are 


1 exhibiting, in public and pr i- 


$ vate ſituations of life, encomiums on 
which I have too little leiſure beſtow.- 
0 | 
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Mv father, being, about the year 1755, 
engaged in his late majeſty's ſervice, de- 
prived my mother of a great part of her 
happineſs, and the other part moſt pro- 
bably center'd in me. She had, at the 
time of my father's departure tor the field 
of glory, no other ſubſiſtence than what 
reſulted from her needle; an employment 
that afforded us a comfortable mainte- 


nance, including ſome little helps ſhe re- 


— 


— 


ceived from ſome intimate friends, who 


were acquainted with her ſituation. 


Wurx about four years old, I was again 
taken by the before-mentioned relation, 
who treated me always tenderly, and in- 


dulged me, while I remained with them, 


in every thing that tended to my good, I 
believe, to the beſt of their knowledge 
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5 3 and I hope I repaid them by ſhewing 

Fr 3% | thoſe little cokens of gratitude, always ac. 
iQ 5 

K 9 © ceptable to a feeling heart. 

> XZ Azpovr this time an accident happened 


Io me, which had nearly proved fatal. A 
4 play mate, named Brinkley, whom I much 
ęeſteemed, and I, were amuſing ourſelves 
E on a narrow wooden bridge which croſſed 


Ja brook, the ſtream of which at that time 


3 Ewas rendered more rapid than common 
bk by ſome rain, when I ſuddenly fell 
15 nto the water. I very well recollect 
| © hat I floated on my back, almoſt without 
1 3 and muſt certainly have periſhed, had 
I. not received the humane aſſiſtance of a 
= = who was. at work near the ſpot ; 


which act I cannot relate, in behalf of my- 


ſelf, or others who may happen to come 
= D 2 


1 
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into the ſame predicament, otherwiſe than 


with the moſt pleaſing ſenſations of heart- 


felt joy and gratitude. And it is very re- 


markable, that, another time, and at the 


very ſame ſpot, when I was extended at 
length acroſs the bridge, to procure ſome 
water I had been deſired to bring for fa- 
mily uſe, I fell in; and had the ſtrength | 
and preſence of mind, not only to ſcram- 9 
ble out, but to bring up the veſſel full of 3 


water, which I carried home, as a trophy 3 


of my almoſt miraculous preſervation. 


When I had attained my ſixth year, I 
received peculiar marks of attention .and 
regard from my relations, with whom I 
then reſided ; and even now hope that I 


' then ſhewed, what others have a delight 


MEMOIRS. 11 


K» 


in expreſſing, the lively ſenſations of gra- 


titude for paſt kindneſs. 


X 2 Tux efteem I ſtill retain for my juvenile 
4 7 aſſociates, may be ſaid to flow from a con- 
1 2 ſideration of my having ſpent with them 
+ | the moſt agreeable and innocent part of 
. an active life; as but few circumſtances 
0 4 of that period have given occaſion of re- 
f q ; gret—and my eſteem for the other ſex, 
5 3 f even ſo early, brings to remembrance the 


3 moſt pleaſing recollections: one of whom 
6 I uſed, with no ſmall emphaſis of expreſ- 
1 * ſion, beſides what elſe my little heart 


d 3 might feel, to call... my wife. 


IRECRIVED but a flender education, as 
the circumſtances of my triends were ſome- 
what embarraſſed, and reading was the 
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into the ſame predicament, otherwiſe than 


„ 11 


with the moſt pleaſing ſenſations of heart- 


felt joy and gratitude. And it is very re- 


markable, that, another time, and at the 
very ſame ſpot, when I was extended at 
length acroſs the bridge, to procure ſome : 
water I had been deſired to bring tor fa- | 
mily uſe, I fell in; and had the ſtrength 
and preſence of mind, not only to ſcram- 
ble out, but to bring up the veſſel full of 


water, which I carried home, as a trophy 


of my almoſt miraculous preſervation. 


Wuxx I had attained my ſixth year, 
received peculiar marks of attention and 4 
regard from my relations, with whom I 
then reſided ; and even now hope that I f | 
' then ſhewed, what others have a delight 4 \ 
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A in expreſſing, the lively ſenſations of gra- 


titude for paſt kindneſs. 


Fo 
* 
* 


Z Tus eſteem I ſtill retain for my juvenile 
aſſociates, may be ſaid to flow from a con- 
© ſideration of my having ſpent with them 


| 5 the moſt agreeable and innocent part of 


an active life; as but few circumſtances 
of that period have given occaſion of re- 
gret- and my eſteem for the other ſex, 


= even ſo early, brings to remembrance the 


moſt pleaſing recollections: one of whom 
Y I uſed, with no ſmall emphaſis of expreſ- 
ſion, beſides what elſe my little heart 


might feel, to call... my wife. 


IREHVED but a ſlender education, as 
the circumſtances of my triends were ſome- 


what embarraſſed, and reading was the 
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only acquirement I obtained thro' their 
hands; which, happily, has proved ſuffi- 
cient to give me a taſte of that degree of 


knowledge I may yet acquire. 


Some difference happened to take place 
between my male and female relations, 
who had been married many years, and 
whom, for delicacy, I ſhall diſtinguiſh by 
the name of PerEcRrINE ; and experiencing 
ſome hardſhips, as I thought, from the miſ- 
underſtanding that ſubſiſted between two. 
perſons, one might ſuppoſe would have 
acted better, I was anxious of returning to 
a tender parent: this happened, not long 
after; and I determined, if I could, to do 
ſomething towards my own. ſubſiſtence, . 


as her exertions were inſufficient for main- 
taining us; nor, indeed, could it reaſon- 


3 N p 


* 
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ably be expected, when I was was capable 
of doing any thing deſerving the name of 


= work. 


CoMPELLED, therefore, partly by ne- 
Feefliry, and a natural deſire to caſe a ten- 
4 { der parent of a part of her burthen, I ca- 
4 ly embraced the offer of employment 
A in a branch of the art of whip-cord mak- 
3 ing. having for my week's ſervices about 


* a mnilling. 


As I could not bear the extreme ſhocks 
hich that irritating buſineſs creates, I 
changed my occupation for one of a more 
$ public and healthy kind, and of equal uti- 
1 pity with the former; this was in the ma- 
nufactory of bricks: yet at that time 


Pound It agree with me, for the moſt part 
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as it did with the Iſraelites in their Ex- 


6 
odus, and in many reſpects received a ſi l 
milar treatment: notwithſtanding, like 1 


them, I was not without a deliverer, as 


my relations had ſtill an eye to my wel- 


fare; for, having ſent a man and horſe 
for the purpoſe, and ſeeing me, as they 
thought, in a pitiable condition, they took | 
me away by ſtealth in the duſk of evening, 4 
and, after travelling the whole night and q 
part of the next day, I was conducted ſafe 


to their hoſpitable dwelling at K „in 
the eaſtern part of the county of Lincoln. 


Having remained with them ſome 
time, enjoying all that caſe and pleafantry Þ 
which a redemption from abject flavery q 
afforded me an opportunity of feeling, and : 


that in no ſmall degree, the reaſoning fa- 
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: = by a to Mics itlelf in my mind. 
I ſtill was anxious of doing ſomething, be- 
e ing convinced that indolence would, ſome 


3 Þ how or other, be puniſhed by the Di- 
vine Being, who did not create me to 


be always inactive. This was with a de- 
F 


1 * 


gree of ſeriouſneſs I had not before been 


F acquainted with for friends and relations 
1 are not always to be depended upon—are 
1 not to be impoſed upon, I ſhould, and do 
L | fay—and I heſitate not to aſſert, that num- 


J bers, of my age at that time, have no more 
9 . for the to-morrow of their friends, 
1 than they have for themſelves :—however, 
| © amidſt the impotence of youth, and the 
; 1 proſpect of independence, I 
| 1 7 put my feeble hand to an healthy, 
chough ordinary exerciſe.— This was with 
Meſſrs. B v, of Boſton ; and in- 


E 
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2555. 
their employment, which, as well as the 


former, required as much . ay 
Nature had endowed me with ſtrength to 
ſupport, I was, not without thoſe heart- 
felt ſatisfactions ariſing from conſidering 
that Providence, knowing my fituations 
would, ſooner or later, place me in a 


ſtare, in which I might enjoy tranquillity 
of mind, unencumbered with thoſe cor- 


roding cares, I then began to diſcover 
were taking place i in my breaſt, 2255 


I musT. own myſelf incapable, at this 
diſtant period, to fecollect all the various 
workings of reaſon on my mind My fa 
ther, God knows where perhaps a Ge- 
neral—a gentleman—or dead! My mo- 
ther—dear woman! if alive, toiling for a 
morſel, or pining, perhaps, with grief at 
the abſence of her huſband, and the par- 
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tial loſs of an only child uch were 


3 | the ſurmiſings of my untutored ſoul, ac- 
I companied by reflections as deep as could 
5 4 poſſibly penetrate my mind, conſidering 
e few years I had then breathed. 


My friends, who were then much ad- 
Sed in years, had ſome pecuniary ex- 
pectations, which gave very flattering hopes 
of my becoming, one day or other, a landed 
& gentleman ; and indeed I, as the neareſt 
8 of kin, ardently longed to take poſſeſſion : 
= And ought we not to partake of the 
© boon of heaven ?* ſaid I, toan intimate. 
— Will not the hopes we entertain, of 
. becoming landed gentlemen, {pur us on 
* the higheſt point of induſtry, till we are 
* to take poſſeſſion of the everlaſting hills, 
bas it were; and would it not be fulfilling 


E 2 
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a certain part. of Secure, for every 
man to help his neighbour, and cauſe 
© the earth to bring forth its increaſe ?— 
but, whether from the deception uſed by 
the parties, who had the management of 
the ſuit againſt the then poſſeſſors of the 
eſtate, which had been mortgaged ſome 
years by Mr. P.'s great uncle, a graſier, 
who had failed previous to that actor 
from the inability of my friends to fee the 
gentlemen more handſomely than they 
then found convenient, is not for me to 
decide upon—in ſhort, they, and conſe- 
quently I, were much diſappointed in our 
expectations. | 


Tas, of courſe, was a fatal ſtroke to the 
pleaſing ideas 1 had juſt formed ; with me 
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again all was doubt, dificulty, and * ; 


— 


Howzvrn, as all ideal pleaſures, when 
removed from our imaginations, are the 
leaſt to be regretted, I had ſtill ſuch a na- 
tural flow of ſpirits, as kept me from ſink- 
ing beneath the thoughts and preſſure of 
impending penury and misfortune. 


I was early perſuaded of the uſeful- 
neſs of my being in the world, and, after 
many ſpeculations concerning the uncer- 
tainty of what would happen to me, I fre- 
quently put theſe queſtions to myſelf, — 
* Why ſhould 1 be ſo anxious to deſcry the 
*acts of Providence, while ſo many are 


f living around me, like the tranſient ephe- 


* meron, as if but for a day indifferent. 
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as” e i _ change chat might oc- 4 
cur in their affairs? Cannot I throw oft 


© this youthful reſtraint, this diffdence of 
* thought, this diſreliſh to change of cha- 


racter, and venture, at once, into the 


c wide field of the world , —limired, as I 
then imagined it to be, and enjoyed by a 


few, tho? different denominations of pea- 
ple, who, by the little I had then heard or 


read, might be much more happy than 


thoſe ſeemed to be, in the vicinity where 


I lived and was employed. 


Bx viſiting different places, at intervals, 


with my friends, my ideas, however, be- 
gan to be enlarged. I had frequent oppor- 
tunities of viewing the exterior parts of the 
villages thro' which we paſſed, ſome of 
which bordered on the ſea, and were ſur- 


nn — 


i» 


rounded by groves and tufts of trees, re- 
ceiving freſh odout from the fragrant 


oriental gales; while their tops were. 


blazoned by the beams of the morning ſun, 
when darting his fervid and penetrating 
rays on the ſurface of the ocean. 


In one of thoſe viſits I. was within a few 
miles of the little charmer already men- 
tioned. | 1 fighed—ſcarcely knowing for 
what—and recollected many of thoſe lit- 
tle tenderneſſes we had expreſſed towards 
each other (here was Nature, ever pleaſ- 
ing I) She was nearly of my age of 
good and reputable parents — pretty, lively, 
and poſſeſſed a frankneſs of mind promiſ- 
ing mature judgment, and a ſource of bliſs 


to him who ſhould poſſeſs her, at a proper 


period of life. | 
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HER name was PrUDtEncs H“, 


Dear name ! thought I : how happy ſhould 
I be I could not write at that time, 
and if I could, the letter intended to ſend 
might 'not be phraſed, ſo as ſufficiently to 
convey the love I felt for her—and how 
indeed could it be expected, ſince the lat- 
ter is a REALITY, the former only a ſha- 
dow, a mere picture, of that Ann 


8761 


wn 1 V1 | + 4b 1 (in 1G ugs 

SurELY ſome part of my readers will 
ſympathize with me for the diſtreſſing dif. 
appointment I laboured under, in neither 
being able to write to, or ſee the darling 
object of my juvenile affection for pre- 


ſerving the recollection of a paſſion, which 
was as pure as could poſſeſs the breaſt 
the heart of any created being which 
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cannot be effaced by any length of time, 


nor diſtance of ſituation. 


Hare could I have been, not only to 
have cheriſhed this once-glowing paſſion» 
but to have ſeen its flame expanded to the 
ſulneſs of enjoyment—to permanency of 
duration—particularly with one ſeemingly 
deſigned by heaven to make me alone the 
happieſt of my kind. It may be thought 
dotage, or even ſingularity in me to pay 
ſuch direct and high compliments to one, 
whoſe perſonal attractions had ſcarcely be- 
gan to diſplay themſelves to the perception 
of the moſt attentive, the moſt acute ob- 
ſerver= but, if it is always neceſſary for au- 
thors to ' obviate objections by the way, 
for every trifle, cannot I appeal to any in- 


telligent and retentive mind, to my read- 
by | 
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ers, who may, or perhaps, may not have 
attained a ſtate of adoleſcence, whether 
they have not felt that warmth of inclina- 
tion for the gentle Sex, at an equally early 
period: and whether it would not (for 
purpoſes Virtue is pre-acquainted with) 
contribute to the general happineſs of 
thouſands, were parents, relations, and 


guardians, ever to watch over and nouriſh 


the budding, virtuous paſſions of their off- 
ſpring—which are, certainly, leſs tainted 
by a defire of ſenſual gratification, than 
what is afterwards frequently proved by 
choſe, who have been difappointed of their 
firſt love; and fo, of courſe, loſe that 
choice, which ſeems inſtinctively to be the 
prerogative of youth 1 As love modera- 
tion, as well as any devious change in what 


may in future times deſerve the more im- 
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portant attention of. my readers, 1 will | 
only add, (and I could not be prevailed up- 


on by Vice to ſuppreſs it) that, it is in vain 
loudly to exclaim againſt that general pro- 
fligacy, nay proſtitution, which is ſaid to 
abound ſo much at this day, while, in 
many reſpects, the very reverſe of what 
might be done to ſtem the torrent, is, or 
has, till lately, been perſiſted in by thoſe | 
who have the emma of our mo- 
rals han, education. 


Tris tis in favour of our firſt 
years, may not only be applicable to the 
affairs of love, and our attachment to-the 
gentler ſex in general, but it may be appli- 
ed and extended to other objects and pur- 
ſuirs of life; and even to the free exerciſe 

| of 
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of natural genius in all the other uſeful and 
ornamental arts of life. 


To purſue the chain of incidents and 
obſervations, which are to compoſe theſe 
| Memaire, I reſume my Mares, 


Me. PerzcrImn was a man of home. 
ty figure, but indefatigable in buſineſs, 
and had formerly been very ſucceſsful 
in trade; yet, by ſome loſſes at ſea, and 
| miſguided ſpeculations on on land, by which 
he ſuffered conſiderably, he became at laſt, 
if 1 may uſe a mercantile phraſe, little bet- 


ter than inſolvent. 
Ir the tie of affinity had been as ſtrong 


on the male ſide as it was on that of the 
female, [ ſhould not, I have ſtrong rea- 
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ſon to believe, have had end to hang 


ſo long on the tenterhooks of perpetual 


ſervitude. Not that ſervitude ought to be 
deſpiſed in any ſhape or condition : It is 
dury—duty is exacted from ALL; and the 


. 
obligation is ſtrohg and comprehenſive |— 
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Let t, therefore, the inference from this 
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ſhort concluſion be echoed from my little 5 
| heart, through all all the circles of x my ac- 4 
| quaintance, to my ; Patrons, and thro? all the 4 
| tanks and gradations of ſuperior merit in i 
the more dignified ſtations, till it reaches 9 
5 the Centre of moral rectitude, where it 3 
: will find a gracious reception, and receive X 

new vigour, and-at laſt return into the c 

humble boſom from whence it ſprung. 1 
g WW | | 126 5 S 1 1 
| 


e - Mrs. P. on the other part, tho' far 


more advanced in years than her huſ- 
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band, was a woman of a ſound, and rather 


| maſculine conſtitution healthy, ſtrong, 


and active, who had formerly been mar- 
ried to an officer in one of the brigades 


under the command of his Grace the late 
duke of Max BOROUGH, in the glorious and 


long to be remembered war on the conti- 


nent ; bearing with a becoming fortitude 


along with herhuſband, all the fatigues and 
harraſſings of ſeveral campaigns in that 
ſervice: in which I am (tho? but imper- 
fectly in this and ſome other particulars of 


the kind) informed, that he diſtinguiſhed 


himfelf to the admiration of his brother 
officers ; and, no doubt, would have re- 
ceived peculiar inſtances of favor from his 
Grace, had he lived to have ſeen the ob- 
ject of that war completed; but was un- 
fortunately prevented, dying, amidft the 


s of conqueſt and reward, at Ghent 
in Flanders, and interred with all the ho- 
nours, deſervedly beſtowed on an intrepid 
Britiſh Soldier. | | 


Kd 


Tuls worthy man, for I ought to call 
him ſo, had been (or if he had not, it ſig- 
nifies but little to my purpoſe at preſent) 


poſſeſſed of a neat freehold of about forty 


pounds per annum, in a fertile fituation in 
the county of Derby. The management 
of this, with economy, might have chaſed 
away ſome of the more tedious hours of 
life, while, he remained a bachelor; and, 
when married, it would have afforded a 
comfortable ſubſiſtence for the immediate 
and pre-ſuppoſed objects of his care and 
happineſs: — but a ſpark. of truly Britiſh 


and martial ardour happened to take fire 
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in him, at the ſound of a warlike muſical 
inſtrument, in an hour of conviviality with 
a few friends, he refolved—he executed 
that reſolution—and, after ſelling the free. 
hold to a ſon of Vulcan, he purchaſed a 
ſmall commiſſion (if I am rightly inform- 
ed) in a regiment of Fuſileers; and ſoon 


after, being on the recruiting liſt, at 
W In in Lancaſhire, he married a 
then miſs CIAx LAND, the heroine of this 


part of my Memoirs. 


Miss CLAYLAND (the ſame with Mrs. P. 
and at that period the lady of the Sieur R. 
T.) thus lofirg her means of her ſupport, 
the companion of her life, and the prime 
object of her affetion,—notwithſtanding 
ſhe had immediate offers from ſome of the 
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moſt gallant and enterpriſing veterans in 


that ſervice, declined ſeverally their pro- 
feifions of regard for her, with all the po- 
liteneſs of heroic ſenſibility; and rather 
choſe to be eſcorted by a part of the com- 
pany in which her huſband had lately held 


his commiſſion, to the neareſt port where 


ſhe might take ſhipping, and retire to this 
happy ſhore, to which ſhe hoped ſoon to 
bid them all a joyful welcome! 


As an inſtance to what a degree of ſeve- 


rity and hardſhip the ſoldier may be re- 


duced, or driven to, in a time of war or 
ſuch like public calamity, I ſhall record in 
this place, what has frequently been told 


me by Mrs. P. that, an officer of no infe- 
rior rank in one of the detachments, and 


who could have commanded the moſt ex- 
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traordinary exertions of thoſe under his 
command, one day, even in an interval of 
action, exclaimed © A guinea for a bottle of 
water / 


Tnovon this fingular woman's repulſive 
powers were, in ſome meaſure, neceſſary 
to be exerted in the inſtances juſt before 
mentioned, yet her attractives ones did 
not fail to have what the Sieur R. T****# 
had often confeſſed their faſcinating in- 
fluence on the heart of one, on this ſide of 
the Channel, who - whatever diſparity 
might be found betwixt him and the Sieur 
T#*****_—had diſcernment enough to diſ- 
cover, that her perſonal qualities were ofa 


ſuperior kind; that ſhe was completely 


fitted to render the conjugal ſtate a per- 
manent ſource of reciprocal delight ;— 
therefore, after the trite formalites of ad- 
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dreſs for one lunation, ſhe ſuffered herſelf 
to be led to the temple of Hymen, at the 


eity of Worceſter, where the rites of union 
were performed in the preſence of a ſelect 
party of friends, who unteignedly congra- 


tulated the newly united pair ; while the 


then Mr. and Mrs. BERTIE no leſs exulted 
in the deſired conqueſt they had made of 
each other. 


Taz numerous difficulties which appear 
to a young author in attempting to unra- 
vel paſt intermarriages, eſpecially where 
the documents are ſo widely extended, as 
in the preſent inſtance, are, however, 


amply compenſated by the pleaſure it af- 


fords : it may not have, in the idea I have 


formed, the moſt diſtant compariſon to 


thoſe graceful movements in. a well com- 
| G 2 
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poſed dance, where all the changes and 
varieties of motion are directed by the ef. 
fect of accompliſhed ingenuity, to invigo- 
rate the characters of which in general 
they are found to be formed. 1 have then, 
in theſe Memoirs, and ſhall in what fol- 
lows, endeavour to keep within a line of 
probability, and be as perfectly diſpal- 
ſionate as any of my more illuſtrious prede- 


ceſſors in the novel ſtyle. 


WHATEVER was the ſtate of Mr. and 
Mrs. B. from the time of their union to 
that of her connection with Mr. PRE.“ 
' GRINE, it has doubtleſs, for various reaſons, 
never been fully diſcloſed to me; neither 
am I certain whether there were any iſſue 


from the ſecond marriage I believe not. 


I ſhould have rejoiced at the thought of 
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ſuch a progenitor, had I not had much 


greater reaſon to honour the Sicur R.πν¼² 


T#***** as the ſtock from whence I am 
derived; eſpecially when it recurs to me, 
ſrom what has been related, that-a manli- 
neſs of behaviour accompanied all his ac- 
tions in public ; and, above all, that he 
held no indire& or authoritative controul 
over thoſe he was equally connected with 


in private. 


Tur many high encomiums paid to this 
venerable anceſtor, the Sieur R. T*****, 


might have had a very different effect 
with ſome perſons, than what I have ever 


encouraged, or even felt; not that 1 feel 


myſelf diveſted of family-pride, ſo far as to 
deter me from following their footſteps 
in whatever is virtuous and honourable— 
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no—heaven forbid : but that I ſhould not 


be elated on account of any pre-eminence 
of theirs—for, if there be an interruption 


to the enjoyment of hereditary poſſeſſions, 


by the ſecret workings of fraud and in- 


juſtice, or by public oppreſſion—and who 


can deny this ?—certainly, it may as eaſily 


be proved that the deſcent of wiſdom, vir- 


tue, and diſcretion, is as often interrupt- 
ed, perhaps obliterated, betwixt father and 
ſon, moth.er and daughter, as is the other, 


—A nice diſcrimination, however, is re- 
quired in matters of this. kind; and, 


though what I have here expreſſed may 


ſeem a little unintelligible to ſome of my 


readers, It is the conſideration of this or 
ſome fimilar ſubject, that will enable us 


to think and act, agreeably to the dictates 


of an intelligent nature. 
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Wulle Mrs. P. was the lady of the 
Sieur T. ſne had, I am told, ſix children, 
none of which lived above a few years, 


except my father......O for a fit apoſtrophe 
to the divine appellation! How does my 
little heart expand at the thought, and 
every ſenſation beat high to explore this 
myſtery but ſuch. is Nature, and ſuch 


are her children] Suffice it to ſay, and I 


do not doubt it—he was my father—my 
mother ſaid ſo, and her word was ſuf- 


ficient. 


Or my father 1 am ſcarce able to pre- 


ſent the reader with more than the few 


particulars which follow, collected from 
the ſlender obſervations of paſt years, the 
communications of my mother while I was 


young, and from the converſation which I 
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have had with a few friends who knew 


him.— He was, then, of a middling ſize, 


(myſelf rather /ow) poſſeſſing the graces of 
proportion and a good mien—of a gentle 


and affable diſpoſition, accompanied with 
a good underſtanding—of a lively turn of 
mind, ſuch as is generally underſtood 
by a vein of natural good humour.— 


His education had been liberal, or ſuch at 


leaſt as might qualify him for a man of bu- 
ſineſs, and uſeful as a citizen of the world; 
his genius fertile, and his early application 
to the Polite Arts, could they have been ri- 
pened to perfection, might have claſſed 
him with ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
men of that period. But, alas! it unfor- 
tunately happens for the world, that ſome 
of thoſe who manifeſt, in the early periods 


of their exiſtence, tokens of poſſeſſing the 


=. 
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moſt promiſing talents both of ornament 
and uſefulneſs—either diſappear on the 
firſt dawn of exquiſite ſenſibility, or are 
inſenſibly led, by a chain of incidents, un- 
foreſeen,. and,. conſequently,. unprovided: 
againſt, till they become wholly changed 0 
ſomething that is as extremely inſipid and 
indifferent, as a printer's devil is to the eyes 
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of a lady of quality, Whether we ought- 
moſt to lament the frequency of the for- 


mer, or ſuffer ourſelves to indulge in rifi-- 


3 n 
3 


bility at the diſtance of compariſon in the 


latter, is left to the deciſion. of the more 
judicious reader. 
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From. reaſons mentioned in the fore- 

going pages, this eccentric BEING (my fa- 

ther!) was deprived of the power of giv- 

ing an adequate premium to a profeſſor of 
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the arts he moſt delighted to ſtudy; there. 


fore, after ſpending ſome of his more juvenile 


years in the different marches and counter- 


marches of the regiment to which his fa. 


ther had belonged, he was indented to an 
eminent tradeſman, in the chief town of 


one of our midland counties, To his fi- 


delity, in the diſcharge of the ſeveral du- 
ties he was entruſted to perform, much! 


praiſe has been given. 


Dovuzrirss nothing tends more to give 


youth a diſlike to the joys of ſociety, than 


having been long accuſtomed to the ca- 
prices of uncertain war and peace ; and 
this a little obſervation only will ſuffi- 


ciently confirm. 
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Ver, with all the eccentricities of ſuch a 


deſcent; he had a ſoul formed for love 
capacious and, in fine, held a paſſion 


tempered by reaſon, and reſtrained by 


every ſenſe of honour and regard for the 


object of his affection. This was for no 


other than her whom I have but faintly 


pourtrayed in the ſecond page of theſe 
Memoirs my mother! Rapturous 


expreſſion ! : 


_ Tats dear woman was the third daugh- 


ter of Wulrk, an induſtrious far- 
mer, near the charming village of Ratcliffe, 


on the borders of the Trent. She was not 


accounted beautiful, but had ſomewhat of 


a mixture of the handſome and agreeable 


in her perſon—delicate—and, though not 


much celebrated for her wit, poſſeſſed 
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the more uſeful quality, good ſenſe*, and a 
deportment ſuitable to her humble ſtation. 


Tux circumitances of her father, being 
bounded by the aids required for a nume- 
tous family, little could be ſpared (much 
leſs indeed than he wiſhed) to form any 


thing like the appearance of a fortune for 


his daughter; which, by the way, ſhould 
be the third gueſt, (and uninvited) at the 


regalements uſually had on ſuch pleaſant 


occaſions. Every other favourable circum- 
ſtance except this, concurred to promote 
theirunion. The approbation of her father 
was already obtained by means which are 


too trite for notice; and the folicitations | 


of my ſarher's confidential friends to haſ- 


„„ Good Tenſe, which only hs gift of Heaven, 
And tho” no ſcience, fairly worth the feven, 


Pope. 


ten the anledextion of the nuptials, were 


far from being inimical to the ardency of 


his wiſhes. 


DrrricurrIEs ſublide only by TiMR, 
from the light and inconſiderable embar- 
raſſments of individuals, to the more 
weighty and ponderous. affairs of cities, 
provinces, and of kingdoms! Ir is, (if I 
may uſe the more exalted language of re- 
fined Science) a menſtruum, poſſeſſing, 
to an infinite degree, power ſufficient and 
quality efficient, to unite in one common 
mals the ingredients otherwiſe the con- 


cerns, of all ſublunary beings and things, 
animate or inanimate ! 


MARRIACE (ſays a well-known autho- 
rity) is honourable to all men — conſe- 
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quently, the effect or product of marriage 


is honourable in the birth, in the growth, 


and in every feature of ſimilitude: there- 


fore, there only remained the alternative 
of their either being ſeparated per- 


haps for ever—or more cloſely uniting 


love and intereſt, by the moſt endearing. 
aſſociation and cor junction of their per- 
ſons in their proper characters, (as though 
it were deſigned by Heaven they ſhould 
implicitly obey its direction) which they 


did, with the full acquieſcence of thoſe con- 


cerned in their welfare; by complying, 


at N m, with the rites ordained 
by paſt ages, and in exact conformity to 
the eſtabliſhed rules in this country. 


ForTune, ſeeming adverſe to any means 


but their united endeavours to procure a 


— 
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proper ſubfiſtence, they were occupied in 


their reſpective capacities; and, in the 
intervals of employment in the manufac- 
ture of the place, each deigned to view the 
other, with the moſt lively (ſuch as I now 
feel) the moſt tender looks of pure affec- 
tion added to every moderate enjoyment 
they were capable of knowing, both ſocial 
and domeſtic— till the unfortunate period! 
ſpoken of in the beginning of theſe Me- 
moirs. 
% 


* 


Ir hath been judiciouſly obſerved by the 


before mentioned eminent poet, that 


* Heaven from all creatures hides the book of fate, 


All but the page preſcrib'd, ouR eRESENT STATE”, 


Surely we cannot ſufficiently praiſe the 


beneficence of eternal Wiſdom, for ſuch a 
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gracious preſcription, however contract 


edly we may view it nor too much admire 
the man who has, in that and many other 
parts of his writings, ſa excellently drawn. 


» the great outline of all that mortals, con- 


fidered only as ſuch,. can reaſonably deſire 
or know! 


Bur more to my preſent purpoſe is a 
third remark from the ſame authority, in 


that part where he ſays, 


« Condemn'd. in buſineſs or in arts to drudge, 

« Without a ſecond and without a judge.“ 
which, for the ſake of novelty, may be 
defined, as paying an oblique yet apt com- 
pliment to two deſcriptions of his friends 
and countrymen, who, I hope are not, 
nor ever will be in danger of being either 
neglected or deſpiſed. It will be fuffi- 
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cient, then, without a remaining tint of 
ambiguity, (reſerving the privilege of a 
little dreſs) to adviſe my readers, that the 
few characters delineated in theſe Me- 


moirs, were no other than are repreſented 
in the couplet extracted as above, from 
one who poſſeſſed the firſt degree of literary 
eminence and public virtue, which every 


reader of any obſervation can fully teſtify. 


Berors I proceed any farther in filling | 
up the ſpan of my narrative, I will indulge 
in a few remarks in the native language 
of a Printer's Devil, not doubting at all 
but the candid part of my readers will 
allow, that the aſſertions already offer- 
ed are juſt; and I as fully hope they 
will condeſcend to let Reaſon have the 
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ence, who will ſhew them how far 


preced 
Fancy can penetrate to indulge the curio- 
firy of ingenious readers. 


Warn I conſider the numberleſs little 
embarraſſments I have riſen ſuperior to, 
the hard—the knotty difficulties I have in 
thought unravelled - fince I gained expe. 


rience in the world —with the parties to 
whom I profeſs myſelf, and ought to be, 
ſincerely attached—it is not a little amaz. 
ing what pleaſure I feel, in being able, 


. amidſt an infinite variety of ſmall con- 


cerns, and an imperfect memory, to paint 
ſuch ſtriking inſtances of paſt things, and 
bring to public view ſcenes which, I think, 
cannot fail to be diverting as well as en- 
tertaining. I muſt, at the ſame time, con- 
feſs, there is enough to obſerve in every 
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fleeting moment of our being, could we 
always attend to the hints I have ſuggeſted 
in the Introduction; but as the preſent 
time cannot ſo. forcibly ſtrike upon our 


fancy as that which is paſt—I cannot, I 
ought not to ſuppreſs what I have felt : | 
therefore let the candour of my more refin- ji 
ed readers excuſe my ſaying, that I ſhould | 
certainly be unjuſt to the cauſe of Vir- 
tue, did I not cheriſh the remembrance of 
thoſe innate and ſimple ideas, natural 1 
in youth, ſo much valued in maturer | i 
growth, and which have received the lj 
ſanction of every ſucceſſive generation. | 
Neither ſhould I think myſelf in the 
leaſt juſtifiable, to have employed ſo many i 


precious hours in reciting the ſhort-liv'd i 


fallies of unwarrantable pleaſantry ; too 
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commonly retained, to the mortification 
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of ſome innocent, ſome undeſigning 14 
9— character! 


How often do we hear perſons cenſured 
as wanting apprehenſion, for no other 
cauſe than the want ofthe power of exprel- 
ſion, when a ſubjet, not unworthy the 
beſt of readers has, perhaps, received un- 
common energy from but a ſingle glance of 
their underſtandings !—ſuch as, had they, 
under the Royal or Public Patronage, 
received an early intuition from the all- 
enlivening maxims of extenfive learn- 
ing, might have riſen to the moſt exalted 
ſtate of virtue, and, in the latter periods 
of their being, have ranked with the truly 
Great; by whoſe wiſdom the wiſeſt laws 
are made, and by whoſe, nurturing influ- 


_ ence, Commerce, the foſter-mother of the 


E 


Arts, ſhines with the fulleſt ſplendor in in 
every ſphere of buſy life! 


Tux reader is now referred to the time 
when I repreſented my friends as differ. 
ing, in a ſmall degree, in their attachment 
to me. Ere long, I knew, the corporeal 
affinity that ſubſiſted between them, muſt ö 
ſuffer a ſeparation which no regret can | 
impede, a ſolution of that continuity il 
which no ſorrow can prevent—in a word, 
be diſſolved by the officious hand of Death, 


and ceaſe from exiſtence ! 
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Ir became neceſſary, however, at that | 
time, that they ſhould enquire minutely | 
into the ſtate of their affairs, as the de= 
mands of one part of Mr. P.*s creditors 


were ſufficiently loud to raiſe apprehenſions j 


* r „„ 


* 
_— —_— — £45 ot 1 


— 1 * 


: 
; 
þ 


52 MEMOIRS. 


ES — 3 


— 


1 


of a fearful ſort; and ſome of them went 
ſo far as to threaten him with the horrors 
of a priſon (ſad experiment !) in caſe of 
failure of full payment—while the other, 
poſſeſſed with a lenity and forbearance, 


ever Characteriſtic of the Merchant and the 
Gentleman, propoſed leſs ſevere methods 
ſuggeſting, at the ſame time, the moſt 
probable means of being repaid, by ſhew- 
ing the new channels ever preſented to 
the view of the fair and honourable ad- 
venturer.— Would to heaven, for their 


KNOWN reſpectability, the latter had ſuc- 
ceeded ! 


Mr. P. finding his account much more 


to diſadvantage than had been expected, 


was reduced to the ſad extremity of pri- 
vately ſelling his effects, intending with 
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the produce thereof, to abſcond with Mrs. 
P. and myſelf, in as precipitate a manner 
as poſſible, in order to elude the baitings 
of ſome of his impatient creditors ; but " 
not without feeling the moſt cutting re- 
flections, on the bad part he was about to 
act with reſpect to the reſidue—men, 
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whom words can ſcarcely praiſe, and who 
ſnuddered at the thoughts of confining an 
induſtrious, tho* unfortunate tradeſman, 
within the inſalubrious and narrow limits 


of, perhaps, a loathſome ail. 


— - — agacc..,.,cu 


DurING our abode in the vicinity of 


IK „and while employed with Meſſrs. [ 
B. as aforeſaid, I had formed hopes that 


{ome proviſion would have been made for 


be AS EGF 
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me, by initiating me in the knowledge 
of ſome public or privately uſeful profeſ- 
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ſion, to ſecure me from the indigence to 


which I ſaw myſelf likely to be expoſed— 
but, being born of neceſſity, and the parti- 
culars I have juſt mentioned coinciding to 
complete that diſappointment, added to 
my hapleſs predilection for PRxupxxcr 


H#*******Y, I had nothing elſe to do 
but bid adieu to that part of Lincoln- 
ſhire, which I did with ſome regret, 
as the kind treatment 1 experienced from 
Meſſrs. B. and ſeveral others, have a laſt- 


ing remembrance in my eſteem. 


Prorytr diſpoſitions having been made 


for this ſudden tranſition to a country ſo 


diſtant as Lancaſhire, we left K——, un- 
known to any but a ſordid fellow of a 


broker at B——n, who took ſufficient ad_ 
vantage of Mr. P's. misfortunes, and the 


te 
tl 
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ſecrecy with which he was of courſe in- 


truſted: there fore, as too much of the de- 


tail would be far from pleaſing, we took 
the neareſt route to W n, where 


we arrived aſter a tolerably eaſy journey. 


MrsrorTuxss, it 1s commonly obſerv- 
ed, ſeldom come alone: and indeed we 
often ſee theſe intruding viſitants follow 
each other in quick ſucceſſion. 


Mas. PEREGRINE, at the time of her 
marriage with the Siecur 'I***** had left a 
brother, a man of ſome reputation, near 
W n, who had for ſome time held 
the patrimony belonging to Mrs. P. which, 


could ſhe have recovered it, would have 
enabled Mr. P. to have diſcharged the 
legal obligations he was under to his Cre. 


ditors, and have left a remainder for more 
| K 
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diſtant proſpects, or to fill up the chaſms 
of declining life: but this hope, like the 
former, vaniſhed at the touch ; for, from 
cauſes too remote for inveſtigation, all was 
nearly gone! and what was left would not 
have amounted, on its recovery, to half 


the coſts ! 


Turix enquiries for her brother were 
rendered a little unneceſſary; yet, as we 
were a ſort of ſtrangers, we had a better 
opportunity of being acquainted with Mr. 
CLayLanD's circumſtances, by the offici- 
ous information of a few characters, who 
can, particularly in caſes of that kind, tell 


us more than we wiſh perhaps to hear. 


O our arrival at the houfe of her bro- 
ther, we found this venerable relation and 
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his wife ſitting by the fire fide. The long 
abſence of Mrs. P. had rendered her 
ſcarcely recognizable by her brother, then 


upwards of ſeventy years of age, tho* my 
aunt, of not much inferior date, poſſeſſed 
an acuter degree of recollection ; and con- 
ſidering that we were but a ſort of unwel- 
come gueſts, from the reaſons juſt hinted, 
we had a pretty favourable reception.— 
Fraternal love and the revival of filial af- 
fections dictated reciprocal embraces, and 
the table- was. ſupplied with ſuitable re- 
freſhments, while a ſmile of cheerfulneſs 
was viſible on our faces. 


I nad now attained my twelfth year, 
when Nature had given ſomething of a 


ruddy tint to my complexion, while my 


voice had in it a natural ſweetneſs ; and, 
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as I had till then been taught the rules of 
paſſive obedience, or more plainly, good 
manners, a little ſhort of politeneſs, I at- 
tracted the attention of my ancient cou- 


fins, who then bid me a hearty welcome 
to W n. 


Troucn there was after a little time 
an apparent coolneſs of conduct in the 
behaviour of Mr. and particularly Mrs. 
C. they ſtill oftered my friends ſuitable 
accommodations till an opportunity of- 
fered for their intereſts on a ſmall. ſcale 
of buſineſs, which happened in about three 
months after our arrival. 


Nor long after this I was invited to 
the houſe of Sir PerTerR ******* about 


eight miles from W- n, by one 
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of his ſuperior domeſtics, who, know- 


ing the reſpectability of my friends, was 
deſirous of placing me in a ſituation rather 
flattering to my hopes, had I enjoyed it.— 
Sir PETER was a member of the church of 
Rome, and as it would be injurious to the 
dignity of his character to ſuppoſe. he was 
not a zealous obſerver of the rules of that 
eſtabliſhment, the diſcipline of his houſe 
would moſt likely have appeared ſevere to 
a youth like myſelf, who had been in- 
ſtructed in thoſe of another; beſides, my 
having imbibed ſome notions of mental 
toleration, though far from being capable 


of eſſaying on its numerous privileges and 
advantages. 


_ PrzJupices in religious, as well as in 


political and other matters, are in general 
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deeply founded - but on what? 1 may an- 


ſwer on pride, ignorance, and an ignoble 
and mean habit of thinking; and withal 
neglecting to examine the deſign or end 
of this or that mode of faith either of 
which, it may be, will ſufficiently anſwer 
the Divine purpoſe, in rendering us the 


proper objects of his paternal regard. 


Ir is, I believe, chiefly owing to ſome- 
thing of this kind, that I did not experi- 
ence a taſte of ſuperior life and education, 
ſo as to givea greater ſcope to thoſe liberal 
and elevated ſentiments, of which I found 
myſelf ſometimes poſſefled. 


I pip not juſt then conſider myſelf at 
my -own diſpoſal, but continued in dutiful 
ſubjection to my friends for near two years 
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from that diſappointment, during whic 


time I was employed in the ſecond of my 
original occupations, to add ſomething 
to thoſe domeſtic enjoyments, which all 
are ſo laudably and viſibly anxious at pre- 
{ent to ſecure! 


As my ſtature was increaſing, I was, as 
I have been ever ſince, defirous that my 
underſtanding ſhould be enlarged, by the 
molt ready means of attaining uſeful know 
ledge; I was therefore admitted to an 
intimacy with a young man of the name 
of StppoNs, who taught me a little wri- 
ting, from which I have derived the ſolid 
advantages I now enjoy: this, with the 


occaſion I had once to viſit the office of 


Mr. E at W 


n, is ſo far the 
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cauſe of the character I have endeavoured 
to ſupport as a Printer's Devil. 


| Is the year 1767 I conceived ſome_ 
thing very inviting in the word Low. 
DON, having frequently heard it mention- 
ed among my few acquaintance ; there- 
fore, after ſome heſitation, with few ac- 
quirements, and little money, I deter- 
mined to quit my uncertain ſtate, and ſee : 
the world. It was a ſudden determina- . 
tion, and had the appearance of inadver- 
tency, if not ingratitude: however, young 
and inexperienced as I was, I then muſt 


ſee the world. 


Hee a variety of matter intrudes upon 
my narrative, on the thought of ſeeing the 
World. One would have thought that 
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what I had then ſeen was ſufficient to de- 
ter any one of my years from undertaking 
ſuch a ſeemingly raſh purſuit: but how 
could I reſiſt its attration—how avoid be- 
ing animated. at the thought that ſhould 
make me properly acquainted with this 
charming habitation ! its furniture and i in- 
habitants then to be inveſted. with a 
knowledge of their various occupations, 
manners, qualifications, and purſuits !— 


for under this idea, I think, it is prudent. 
to limit ſo copious an expreſſion. 


T AM bold, therefore, in ſaying that I 
left my friends, and, after travelling 
a few. miles to the ſouth of W———n 


3* 


I fell. in with. ſome people who were 
driving to the London market a large 
| herd of cattle. As I had. no reſources 
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to ſupply my neceſſities aſter 1 had ex- 


pended the little had when I leſt x, 


and being requeſted to give them ſome 
afſiftance in keeping the cattle near the 


road, 1 readily conſented to go with them, 
on conditions, Which! found would make | 
a prodigious faving to. my Rate ſtock, till 
the end of my Journey. Both parties 
ſeemed well pleaſed, and as the weather 
| was fine, tho' in the month of November, 
we proceeded by ſuch gradual ſtages as 
was beſt ſuited to the healthineſs of our 
horned companions. Our procedure be- 
ing rather flow, it gave to my youthful 
cagerneſs a timely check, from which 1 
received much- advantage : and after tra- 
velling through ſame of the moſt fertile 
parts of the counties of Cheſter, Stafford, 
and Derby, for the ſake of good paſturage, 
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in about fix — we R at Leiceſter, 
which will ſhortly give another turn to my 


2 r —_ 


narration. 


Tux gentlemen ( for as ſuch I muſt 
eſteem them) all the way behaved towards 
me with the greateſt civility, and ſeemed 
much delighted when I acquainted them 
with my reſolution of ſeeing the world. — 
But the world, as I then thought, was 
nearly at an end with me already; for, 
having accompanied them to the turnpike 
about half a mile diſtant from Leiceſter, 
on the road leading to London, I had the 
mortification to be diſcharged by my em- 
ployers they, as they ſaid, having no far- 
ther occaſion for me. I earneſtly entreated 
them to conſider my ſituation, as I would 


fain have availed myſelf of this opportu- 
L 2 
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alt of going to London, looking upon 
them, till then, as friendly Conductors, 
and would have ſerved them to the utmoſt 
to have merited their farther regard but 
J entreated them in vain.——They paid 


1 


me the ſtipulation, and, after wiſhing me 


well, proceeded according to intention. 


I nxsITaTED a few minutes caſt a 
| wiſhful look after them, and then turned 
my chagrined face towards Leiceſter. ; 


As the day was not far advanced I took 
my obſervations on the country adjacent 
to Leiceſter ; and in the afternoon amuſed 
myſelf with viewing the town, ſtill muſing 
whether I ſhould proceed in my peram- 
bulation or not. | 


In the evening, chance (I may now 
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| with much more propriety ſay Direction) 
q led me to an houſe of accommodation, 
1 where were two females, who appeared to 
| | be about my age. We ſpent the remain- 
Ing part of the evening in alternate looks 
olf admiration, and joined the uſual topics 
of 70 and fro* with ſuch recreations as were 
thought agreeable to our hoſt.—In two or 


three hours converſation, from ſtrangers 


) we became intimates, and from intimates, 
friends. So rapid are the tranſitions of 


"6 our IDEAL paſſions in youth! 


Ir is faid, and it may be with ſome de- 
gree of truth, that friendſhip with the fair 
ſex is ſiſter to love therefore, happy in my 
new connections, and having heard part of 
their ſtory, I imparted to the ladies my 
intention of going to London ; which, to 


onto ane —— — — -- » Aa: 
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them, proved very agreeable information, 
as they were going there too, (as they 


aid) to viſit ſome relations which they 
had not ſeen for ſame time. 


*y 


_ Havixe previouſly ſummed up our to- 


tals, next morning I and the two damſels, 
being a little quick of foot, proceeded 
on our journey: and, as we had but a light 
equipage, we were not ſubject o the 
hazard of an attack, as might have been 


expected, from the gentlemen collectors 
(highway men) who at that period often 
infeſted the road we had to paſs. 


Our converſation on the road, though 
a little] jejune, was much heightened by 
the ſprightlineſs and volatility of the 


youngeſt, called Jorla, who poſſeſſed 


© 
1 
w 


MEMOTRS. 69 


—ü— 


— — _— 


ſomething of that vivacity and early ſenſe l 
had conceived in Pavpence H******y , 
and ſhe only wanted, as is very com- 
mon in inferior ſtations, proper means to 
render her a moſt accompliſhed young 
woman. The other was diſtinguiſhed by 
ſome peculiarities of feature, but came far 


ſhort of her er's graces, in point of ad- 
dreſs, and goodneſs of manners. In ſhort, 


we proceeded in our route, on the firſt day, 
as far as Market Harborough, where ve 
took ſeparate lodgings for that evening, and 
agreed to ſet off early the next morning to 
Northampton. 


Every day's occurrences in this life 
point out ſomething that we ſhould, and 
other things which we ſhould not do, on 
the peril that may enſue—for, though I 
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have ever been for the moſt part very 
thoughtful, eſpecially in what has been 
denominated. my puTy (and may myſelf 
and readers never forget it I) I little ex- 
pected to ſee my deſign ſo ſoon fruſtrated 


as I then experienced: for, to my great 
aſtoniſhment, ſoon as. I aroſe, 1 was in- 


formed of Sal issa having abſconded, and b 
taken with her the moſt valuable part of my. 
young compamuon!'s apparel, leaving, her 
ina manner deſtitute of decent neceſſaries 1 
—We were, ſurely, at a. loſs, to account, 
for this felonious conduct in our fellow ; 
traveller ; therefore we concluded that 

ſome foul play muſt have been meditated 
between her and — —— — who: 
had but the evening before arrived from 
Portſmouth. However, we ſuppoſed af- 
| terwards, that SALISSA only intended to 


— 1 h 
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divert herſelf by getting the ſtart of us in 


our journey on that day to Northampton, 
and ſo had endeavoured to caſe the arm of 
Jor IA, who was two or perhaps three years 
younger than herſelf—or elſe, out of com- 
plaiſance to give me an opportunity of en- 
Joying more of JuL1a's endearing conver- 
fation, as SaL1s8a had perceived my par- 
tiality to her on ſeveral occaſions. Thus 
circumftanced, I was encouraged to pro- 
ceed with JuriA that we might overtake 
her ſiſter, as 1 had imagined her to be, leſt 
any harm might come to her, being alone, 
as we willingly ſuppoſed. We therefore: 
went forward immediately, making the 
ſtricteſt enquiry by the way, but to no 
purpoſe, except adding conſiderably to my 
embarraſſment and Joria's diſtreſs ; from 
which I tried to divert her attention, 
M 
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at the ſame time aſſuring her, that I felt 
much more for her than I could expreſs on 


ſeeing her in that diſagreeable fituation, 


| and would ſtill uſe the beſt means in my 


power to give her the conſolation ſhe io 


juſtly merited 1 


JoxiA was ſo much affected at what I had 
faid, that ſhe was ſoftened into tears, and 
would have given way to the keeneſt an- 
guiſh of heart, had I not adviſed her to be 
reconciled to what we had no power to 
prevent, except by quickening our purſuit 


hefitared a few minutes, and again burſt: 
into tears, from which I diſſuaded her by 
uſing thoſe ſaint, yet tender and pathetic; 


expreſſions, which fifteen *. experience 


could afford. 2 ins g 
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„ Well, then” {aid JuL1a 
go forward, I have a friend at North- 
% ampton, who, I do not doubt, will re- 
* ceive me kindly—to whom I will re- 
late the particulars of my diſtreſs, and 
* unfold the reaſons of my unfortunate 


c connection with SALIsSA !“ 


Fus negative implication 5, from the 


| lips of Jol IA, darted like an arrow of con- 


viction on my mind—and I ſhould poſi- 
tively have gone forward at all hazards, 
had I not been inſtructed by a friendly 
MONITOR, that had accompanied me ſo: 
far, to chide my darling paſſion for ſeeing. 
the world! I gave her a look of reſpect- 
ful attention, which ſhe received by re- 
turning an unaffected {mile ; and, while 


putting ourſelves in proper attitudes for 
„ 2. + 


: 
[ 
i 
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our data and final 1 ſeparation To ra, 


——Wit looks, a as mild as morn 
J pH ting'd with rifing Phorbus' 22 0 


— 


enen my incerrogations, for + a few 
minutes, in manner nearly as follows: 
« T own,” ſaid ſhe, © with. gratefulneſs, 
* the expreſſions of your regard for my ſafe- 
ce ty, and the many marks of attention you 
2 have ſnewn me ſince we met at Leiceſter, 
cc and on our way hither but am ſorry to 
* declare, that your ſeeming partiality,for 
me has, I really believe, been partly the 
ce innocent cauſe of my preſent embarraſs- 
« ed ſituation yet moſtly from the jealous 


* diſpoſition. of the injurious SaL1s8a, who 


« has certainly uſed theſe means. to make 


4 me appear _ diſguſtful to you, and to 
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« fruſtrate the intentions of our journey 
« and, às it will be entirely out of my 
« power, till I have had more experience, 
to promote your intereſt in London, if 
« ever J arrive there would perſuade 


you to return, as you told me you had 
« FRIENDS at Nottingham; but to bear in 
« your eſteem the moſt unhappy of her 


Gyeaty [3 1227 iy ita gee ng 
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„ Jurra,' faid I, © why did vou not 


'« ſooner acquaint me with the diſpoſition 


© of the faithleſs SaLISss A! and how came 


© you to engage in her company, eſpecially 


© on ſuch an errand, and in ſuch a way?“ 


ov are deceived !” replied ſhe,,* and 


© 1t is to requite you on my account that 


Ino undeceive you in this buſineſs.— 
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We are not ſiſters neither have we any 


« ſuch friends in London, as we induced 
« you too readily to believe. Exeuſe my 
freedom: you would have been betray- 
« ed, and perhaps compelled to commit 
© crimes. which I "forbear to name, and 


* of which your nature would ſhudder to- 
be guilty -I, too, ſhould probably have 


« become the object of lawleſs paſſion— 
« but I have ſaid enough, and what re- 


* mains, TIME will unfold to you, and the 


< the unfortunate JULta, W$***++s |» 


«Oh Jura? I again exclaimed, © what 
© is it that I hear? Can I then be deceived 


in a form like your's? Muſt all my hopes 


© he again. blaſted dy your ſevere re- 


© proaches of my weakneſs, in believing 
you had fuch great expectations from 
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your family and connections, when the 
©7RUTH appears, that you and your late 


companion have ever been involved. i in 
4 — 24 * 


Thy Invites they muſt,” neplied, the inho- 


cent JULIA, * tho* I am (exceedingly ſorry 


« for it, as well for myſelf. —Ar Harboro- 
«.] perceived the approaches of ſen ſi- 
« hility and tenderneſs in your breaſt, and 
« a ſpark of remaining virtue, riſing in my 
« boſom, has befriended you, by drawing 
from me the foregoing confeſſion with- 
cout reſerve. | ; 


REMAINING Viriue— Where was J go- 
ing, and what was I about to do? thought 
I. Her expreſſive but torbidding words 
glow on my little heart, and I have ſcarce 
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power to leave this unique of her years — 


But yet, if there may to be found in 
me, one particle of BEGINNING virtue, I 
muſt break off this fruitleſs attachment to 
ſeeing the world, and implicitly follow the 
path of Providence, whether intricate or 


plain, as Ir ſhall lead me. 


Tuaxx Heaven and you,' ſaid I to 
JuLia, © my eyes are a little opened but 
c how ſhall I part with you, who are as an 
angel ſtanding betwixt me and deſtruc- 
« tion?—lt is not poſlible......you are de- 
« ceiving me ſtill.....you could not ſo far 


© diſſemble towards me !” 


«-»T1s true, indeed, anſwered JoLra, 
* and, altho* we part, I will ſincerely pray 
that Heaven will direct you in that uni- 
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0 form courſe of virtue pleaſing toITsELF ; 


« and, whatever be my future portion in this 
« life, that my frailties may be forgiven, 
« on the ſolemn promiſe I now make of 


I 


cc amendment.“ 


© REMEMBER this !' ſaid I to JoLIA, as I 
faluted her, and be you from this time 
one of the moſt virtuous and happy of 
your ſex.— Farewell 


JurlA then went on towards Northamp- 


ton, and I returned agreeable to her advice, 


which has enabled me to relate the Second 
Part of theſe Memoirs. 


In a little time after I loſt fight of 
Jura, I walked with a penſive air towards 
Harborough. The day was very ſerene, 


and the few birds I ſaw faintly warbled 
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their tremulous notes from the impending 
buſhes.— Delightful ſongſters, thought I, 


© how ſolacing is your melody !—but you 
are free from care and anxiety—your 
« beneficent maſter fills your mouths with 
good, and your daily employ is to chant 
his praiſe in ſtrains of thankfulneſs and 
joy. How providential was their ap- 
pearance to draw off my affections from 
objects ſo nearly proving fatal I Let I 
could not complain, for JuL1a was indeed 
my friend, and I wiſhed that Heaven. 


would protect her every moment. 


GLapLy would I have kept alive the 
glowing ſenſations and thoughts of Jura, 


but the diverſity of proſpect huſhed them 
all into the ſecret chambers of diſtant re- 
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collection. After viewing the adjacent 
country with ſome delight as I paſſed on, 
I arrived at Harborough, where, as the 
perſons we had before viſited ſhewed us 


as much civility as ſtrangers in our circum- 


. ſtances could deſerve, I too k ſuch refreſh- 
ment as my ſmall finances would afford, 
and related to them many of the particu- 


lars I have juſt ſtated. Paſſing over the 
minutiz of eating and ſleeping, my read- 
ers will accept the following verſe in their 


1 ſtead | 


Retire, O Sleep! behold 'tis morn ! 
Begone from hence illuſive dreams ! 
REASON, O come, our minds t' adorn, 


And Txurtn, ſend forth thy gladd'ning beams! 


KEEPING therefore within a certain de 


gree of narrative conſiſtency, I aroſe to 
bear the hardſhips of another day, and in 
N 2 
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the evening arrived again at Leiceſter ; 
where, being encouraged by the hope of 
once more ſeeing an affectionate parent, 
I wrote, or rather painted, the ſubject of 
my epiſtle in a manner which gave my 
letter a moſt Gothic caſt, or as if it had 
been written by the finger of Satan in the 
regions of obſcurity and darkneſs. Then» 
paſſing the evening with alternatives of 
doubt and perplexity, I retired to reſt, 
hoping, as I had been thus far protected 
beyond a degree of expectation, that the 


next day would prove a ſufficient chaſ- 


tiſement for daring to fee the world. 


Nor being incommoded by the pleni- 
tude or luxuries of the preccding night, I 


aroſe at early hour, and proceeded to 


Loughborough. As I then had nothing 
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left of my little ſtock, I was in a ſad ſtrait, 


not knowing where I might ſolicit the 
leaſt aſſiſtance, without being a little ob- 
noxious to certain people, who are not al- 
ways favourably diſpoſed to thoſe unfor- 
tunate BEINGS thrown in their way, by mere 


dint of time and circumſtance. 


Bur, thank Heaven, there are, and it is 
highly creditable to the Moral World, that 
there always will be found inſtances of 
ſpontancous benevolence, and generoſity 
of ſentiment—ſuch as will command, 
nay inſpire the moſt grateful confeſſions 
from the ſenſible objects of their compaſ- 


ſion and regard. . yes, we ſhall find them, 
ſo long as there is one trace of virtue, one 


ray of dignity to be found in human na- 
ture! 
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Turkrrokr, having received ſome pe- 
it 4 F | 

| cumary aid from a Gentleman of the above 
l mentioned character, (for which I thank. 
| 


| ed him with as much complaiſance as I 
could muſter) and being not a little pleaſed 
| with the frankneſs of his behaviour, I was 
again in hopes of ſoon hailing the place 
of my nativity without a ſigh. 


I nad then to walk near fourteen miles, 

which, for brevity's ſake, I will quickly 

paſs, and come to the cloſing proſpe& of 
- that ſcene of life. 


i As ſoon as I had aſcended the riſing 


ground about three miles ſouth of Not- 
| tingham, I had placed to my view in an 
| 


horizontal direction, the whole length of 
that ancient and venerable ſcite ; and no- 
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thing but a ſenſe of Omnipreſence could 
: N have precluded me from doing a kind of 
? ? reverence to it: therefore getting a little 
I 6 nearer, ſome thing like the following were 
the ſenſations I felt (or now feel), under 
5 the appellation of Pleaſing Recollections. 


* 


How ſweet are our juvenile recol- 
lections! How they diſtil through the 
ſoul like a precious balm expanding from 
the opening flowers of ſpring, and com- 
poſe all the ruder ſcenes of. life into taſte. 


leſs infipidity ! In the fertile mea- 
dow now preſented to my view, how often 
have J roved in all the ſweetneſs of bloom- 
ing innocence, and wove a garland of 
honey-ſuckles for the dear companions of 
my choice Then, when the ſun's beams 


have exerted their influence on my nder 
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frame, how oft have I been diſtended on 
a bed of graſs and flowers, and ſlept till 
the kindly officious bee on his delectable 
errand, has awaked me from my unenvied 
ſlumbers !—Or, when a black cloud in 


Herculean ſhape, has appeared behind a 


diſtant willow, how have I been ſtiffened 


with horror at its near approach, my ima- 
gination filled with the expectation of ſee- 
ing ſome foul fiend burſting from its cen- 
tre, and quitting the ſpot with the moſt 
ardent precipitancy, have run to the near- 


eſt cottage, where I might be ſcreened ſrom 
the terrific viſion l' Such are the effu- 


ſions and imagery of illimitable fancy. 


GoixG nearer my deſtination, I paſſed 
ſeveral places, at the fight of which an in- 


voluntary tear, that I fain would have mul- 
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tiplied, ſtole down my cheek.—* The lit- 


—_ Mm 
2 


tle brook, in which I have often chaſed the 
® finny race, who have as watchfully eluded 
my obtruſive hand, how complacent it 
7 ſeems! Let me again taſte your limpid 
| 5 ſtream On your delightful banks, too, 
-- 5 have I artleſsly ſtrayed in the purſuit of 
> the winged tribe, till the hornet's approach 


forbade my progreſs, and with double 
terror at his blood-freezing din, turn- 
ed my wary ſtep to ſome other path, where 
unmoleſted I might revel with all the ſim- 
plicity of nature I.. . Yonder diſtant hills, 
from which I have enjoyed ſuch delightful 
proſpects, how welcome ye are to my 


view! 


Bur, anon! the low broad tower of 
that facred edifice that ſo humbly preſents 
O 
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itſelf, commands my more immediate ob- 


ſervation and regard. There often have 


I fat with ready attention, while the words 
of Lirt were flowing from the lips of the 
reverend and pious Bp, to his nu- 
merous and obedient flock I... In that 
monument of antiquity, how often has the 
tull-toned organ awakened every joyous 
paſſion, and elevated my thoughts ro the 
regions of celeſtial bliſs and harmony J... 
There is ſuſpended the melodious peal, 
that has proclaimed, in the higheſt ſtrains 
of LOYALTY, the brilliant ſucceſſes of the 


Britiſh Arms, over our infatuared and per- 
ſecuting foes ! | 


Where yonder rock projefts his rugged form, 
And ſeems to brave the angry blaſts of heaven, 
A ſtructure rear'd by art conſummate, ſands, 
The ſplendid palace of NEW ASTIE's Duke, 
And proudly overlooks the lengthen'd vale. 
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Oft from chy brow with rapture have I trac'd 


The wanton windings of the filver TxexT., 
With rapture view'd the landſcape's varied ſcene, 
Hills, groves, and meads, her verdant banks among.“ 


3 
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L Hene I would willingly have indulged 
my reflections to a greater length, but be- 


ing arrived at the ſpot where formerly 
"ſtood a ſtone bridge of conſiderable length, 


the thought of a. remarkable providence. 


- 
= 
= 


occurred freſh to my notice; for, being a 
ſpectator at its being taken down to admit 
one of a more commodious kind, on the 
vorkman removing the central ſtone on 
which an arch reſted, a greater part of 


it gave way than was expected, which of 


a ſudden fell towards me: ſo that had I 


been but a moment off my guard, I muſt 


| 4 
. 
is 

* 


- 


inevitably have been cruſhed. to pieces. 
O 2 
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However, I received no injury, and intro- 
duce it only as a caution, that others may 
reſtrain their curioſity, on examining ei- 
ther public or private works of magnitude 
where any danger is to be apprehended. 


O approaching the humble retreat of 
maternal ſolicitude, I could not refrain 
from thanking the Great Sovereign Diſ- 
poſer of Events, who had ſo tenderly re- 
garded the ſteps of one of his creatures; 
and who had thus brought me out of the 


ew ilderneſs' into a pleaſant place. 


Ous meeting was accompanied by ſuch 
tender effuſions of love, as language can 
ſcarcely deſfcribe...... Who would not have 
envied me the ſhare of parental regard that 
flowed from the heart and lips of a virtu- 
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ous mother. . .. when all the ſympathetic 
paſſions roſe to give me a welcome to the 
© hiding-places' of her very foul ?—But, 
ſuch is Nature, and ſuch are her chil- 


dren} For 


Our indigence proved no bar to the ex- 
erciſe of every ſocial virtue, every natural 


aftection ; which were the more extended, 
to fill up thoſe chaſms, which the want of 


riches had created, and that only put a 
greater bleſſing and value on the little we 


had to enjoy. 


As SIXTEEN years experience had given 
me ſome concern, as a being capable of 
action, and uſefulneſs in the world, appli- 
cation was made to a tradeſman in 4 
LITERARY PROFESSION, who conſented to 


additional matter of conſideration and 


92 MEMOIRS. 


— 
— — — 


receive me on moderate terms, for the 0 
uſual time; which, of courſe, affords 1 ] 
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Is the firſt periods of my ſervice I was 
neceſſarily occupied in what may be called 4 
the drudgery of learning, in which I ob- 


tained the appellation of a PRINTER's 
Devir, in the full extent and meaning of 
the phraſe : and, tho” I am not, nor ever 
ſhall be able, like the CounTry SpECTATok, 
to traverſe over the flowery regions of re- 
fined Reaſon and Philoſophy....climb the 
Pierian Mountains., or ſcour the intel- 
lectual plains of ancient Greece and Rome... 
yet I will never diſown the title, while I 
can diſtinguiſh this character n from one 
of a ſimilar ſort, near moſt of our places 
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of aſlize, appropriated for devils of another 


. 


2 


Tur following is part of the advice 1 

I received from Mr. Tomes, my typogra- 

85 phical preceptor, tho' not exactly in the 
fame ſtyle : 


Would you be a Printer, 
Then mind what I fay : 

For PRINTING Is USEFUL, 
Let who will, ſay nay. 
Firſt, trip to your waiſtcoat, 
And hang your hat by ; 
Next, put on your flippers, 
Your balls clean and dry. 
The tympan examine : 


If it muſt be wet, 


A ſpunge full of water 


Immediately get; 
Spread it over and over, 
From end unto ſide; 


Then oil well the ribs, 


That the carriage may glide, 
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Let the bank with your paper 

At right angles ſtand, 

While your Partner ſo ready 

The balls takes in hand, 

With much care in his napper, 

(As moſt people think) 

To print well at all times, 
Requires little ink. 

Now beat the form over 

As well as you're able, 


Then pray ſtep aſide 
To the bank, bench, or table : 


Your work there appearing 
To ſuit men of taſte, 
Your companion to ſecond, 


*Tis good to make haſte,” 


I 1Gur here have given other ſpeci- 
mens of typographical logic, but as the 
ſubjects are better diſplayed {Ops II.) in 
the Introduction, I have taken MN TOR's 


advice in omitting them. 


Brix thus graciouſly admitted into the 


Garden of Literary Knowledge, I will not 
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3 preſume to pluck a ſingle flower, nor re- 
RN 4 move ſo much as a withering leaf, unleſs 
4 : J have the ſanction of every Reader ;. but 
RX ſhall obſerve, that having TasTep of its 
1 7 | ſweetneſs, by the uſe it was of to me in 

the practice of my duty, I found it gave 
me a degree of equality amongſt my fel. 
© lows, on which principle we ſpent many 
© ſocial and agreeable hours. In the inter-- 
'F vals of employment, I uſually created- 
ſome little buſineſs to fill up the vacant 
1 time, by ſtudying the branches of ſome 
uſeful art. . as, muſic, drawing, painting, 
VP mechanics, hiſtorical deſcriptions - of Na- 
ture, and ſometimes romances ; inſomuch 
that few hours were ſpent but they add- 
1 ed ſome ſatis faction, ſome. ſolace for the 
cares of the day. 
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I Have juſt mentioned muſic, which is 


at leaſt an ornamental profeſſion. From a 
love of virtue, and the powertul influence 
of divine harmony, 1 cannot (where it 
does not interfere with the puriks of our 
ſtation) but recommend it with the little 
energy of expreſſion I am capable of 
If there is any thing which emulates the 
bliſs. of angelic, or ſuperior beings, it muſt 
be muſic !—for, 

While Reaſon we boaſt, with good reaſon we join, 

To hail the Err Es of a {cience-DiviNg ! | f 
Certain it is, that its power is infinite in 
its operations, from the chirrup of the 
graſhopper, to the loud and tremendous 
thunder of the warring elements, when 
tuned by the fkill of Omnipotence itſelf ! 


Numerous inſtances of the beneficia] 
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Wand pleaſurable effects at 0 might here 
W be collected, did they come within the 


: | E Wdcſign of theſe Memoirs, by attending to 
I he plaudits expreſſed by the viſitors and 
| 5 7 tendants at Muſical Feſtivals : the fre- 
1 Auencyc of which is a convincing proof of 


their efficacy, and gives a grand diſplay of 
the benevolent intentions for which they 
are adopted 1. . . But, to proceed, 


Mr voice, at that time, was liv to 


have a peculiar ſweetneſs, but inclining to 


4 
19 the weak, and I was admitted into the 


If choir of St. Mary, in which I continued 
me time, enjoying in a manner not eaſily 


3 2 4 to be expreſſed, the ſublime touches of 


ancient and modern compoſitions; the 
effects of which I have felt to ſuch a de- 
W gree, as to occaſion repeatedly my break- 
P 2 


1 mnnmnmnnnnmmmm 
ing off from my part, leſt the ſwell of the 
anthem might overpower my ſenſes. 1 
Cannot, indeed, ſay how others feel in that 

delightful and happy employment 1... but 
for my own part, I think that the man or 


woman who 1s truly ſenſtble, and has a 
ſoul as well as an ear for muſie, ought 
likewiſe to have the compoſednefs and | 
eaſy grace of an angel, when ſtanding as I 
an inſtrument in the ſervice of the Dxirv 1 
and of Religion, before an AssEMBL x, ; 
whoſe acuteſt and profound attention is 
drawn forth by its. influence, for the pur- 
poſes of grateful adoration! 


Ye chief for whom the whole creation ſmiles, 
At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all, 
Crown the great hymn, in ſwarming cities vaſt, 
Aſſembled men, to the deep organ, join 

The long reſounding voice, oft breaking clear, 
At ſolemn pauſes thro? the ſwelling baſe; 


- 
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9 | And as each mingling flame increaſes each 


In one united ardor riſe to heaven. 


Thomſon's Seaſons, 


M y exertions in that exerciſe were no- 


3 ticed only by a few. roguiſh-ecy'd females, 
9 of more beauty than fortune; with thoſe, 
5 however, and an equal number of y uy 
* who had become my acquaintance, was 
1 formed a kind of ſchool for love, where 


each was obliged, as far as Nature and 
Education had given the power of utter- 


ance, to expreſs the inſtinctive ideas of 


paſſion for the reſpective objects of 


our affection. We carried the projects 


of this little aſſembly, conuſting more or 


leſs of eight males and females, ſo far as 


to be much improved, by obſerving each 


other's perſonal graces and attractions, and 
by adhering to a few rules, of uſe in mixt 


and ſprightly converſation. 


— 22 2 


Anon, we led them o'er the flowery mead 
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Sometimes we walk'd the cool ſequeſter'd ſhade, 
And, arm in arm, led forth each bluſhing maid ; 
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With gentle ſteps; then onward would we tread 
To riſing hills, and love-befriending groves, 
Where-rov'd the Graces, and where dwelt the- Loves: 
Or travers'd o'er the neighb'ring moſſy plains, 
Recounting what ſhould beſt reward our pains 
For love ſo true, that leads the way to bliſs, 
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Wei continued ſome time to aſſemble in 
that manner, participating and reliſhing 3 
thoſe innocent pleaſures by a hundred lit. 
tle ſtratagems, and recogniſing each other 
by names both delicate and expreſſive ; ſo 
that we might have been thought no mean 
actors in the Comedy of Love; or, that 
we were going to realize the ideal ſcenes 
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of Romance, with hearts ſuſceptible of 
the moſt tender and laſting impreſſions. 
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Ir would, I own, have been more juſt. 
fable at that time to have ſought for the 
3B * firſt object of my juvenile attachment, af- 
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ter having given ſuch a rapturous diſplay 
of her budding virtues. . but, being then i in 
IJ 1 B a a ſtate of ſervitude (and who are the excep- 
2 © tioned 2) I concluded, that, if living, ſhe 
© muſt have attained an equal ſhare of matu- 
E rity ; and, it is ardently wiſhed, has, as 
Þ well as Julia W******y, become the law- 
L © ful prize of ſome praiſe-worthy youth of 
I 1 aaled talents and virtue. 


„Ter worthy man, Mr. S C | 
Was a ſaithful member of the eſtabliſh | 
4 ment. His piety and virtue were not | 
3 more diſtinguiſhed by a conſtant attend- 
ance at church on all religious occaſions 
than in his famil) Ps and the private circle : 
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with which he was connected. To 


diſcipline which he exerciſed over his 
numerous family and dependants, I owe 


every expreſſion of eſteem and regard. 


W were not leſs, at one time, than 
The placable diſpo- 


ſeventeen in family. 
ſition of Mrs. C******* endeared all about 
her, and her piety added a gentle luſtre. 
to her other virtues. The branches of 
that houſe were many. .. all of which, I 


reſpe&fully hope, have become ornaments 
to Society, and mankind in general... . I 
may add (what is extremely neceſſary at 


this juncture) that, if there ever was a rA- 


MILY which ought to be diſtinguiſhed for 
good neighbourhood and provincial quie- 
tude, it was here !....An extenſive buſi. 


his 
example, with the mild and perſevering I 
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5. Fuck, honourable. connections, univerſal, 
* — — every way 
conſpicuous . . added to loyalty, and at- 
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Wrachment to the nation's intereſt... .of a 
| but moderate. . . . loyal, with a love 
of liberty... equally loving, and beloved 
3 by all -In ſhort, it was a nation in 


miniature —a leſſer circle of the ſciences, 
vhere ntaars were better underſtood than 
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# I K to the doctrines and worſhi ip of 
ie eſtabliſhed Church, with an extreme 
x caution of being led aſtray from its pale; 
3 and a native benevolence of heart, which, 
1 rather than any acquired liberality of ſen- 
W timent, operated in expreſſions and ac- 
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1204 | MENOTRS. 
22 _____ — 
tions of | kindneſs and affection towards 
thoſe who are ſo unhappy as not to be of 
her communion. . 
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- A REMARKABLE inſtance of the former, I 
1 have been favored with by a friend, who 
| ſays, that being about to purchaſe ſome 
| books in Mr. Cs ſhop, among other 
| articles which he had ſelected, were the | 
works of a writer, whoſe ſentiments are ' 


generally ſuppolcd to be untavorable to the 


cauſe of Chriſtianity, On being aſked the 
price, Mr. C—— took occaſion to expreſs 


his abhorrence of the ſentiments impured 
to the writer, and declared with much ear- 
neſtneſs that he would not read them 
« himſelf for all the wealth in the world.” 
The purchaſer urged Mr. Os opi- 
| nion ofthe book as an argument to obtain 
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an abatement in the price. Of this plea Mr 


i Y C—— admitted the force; and, to prove 
Y | his ſincerity, aſtoniſhed the purchaſer by a 
| * VOLUNTARY deduction of two thirds of the 
price he had fixed, obſerving that © he 
1 a « thought the book dear at any price.“ 
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Axorumn anecdote, which illuſtrates 
ine humanity of my much reſpected Maſ- 
4 P ter, is pretty generally known, having al- 
ready appeared in a recent publication of 

5 5 the Rev. GiLBtRT WAKEFIELD 'S. The 


hl 


Reſponſive part ofdivine ſervice is perform. 
4 ed, perhaps, in no pariſn Church in Eng- 
Al land with more dignity and propriety than 
== by Mr. K „who, I believe ſtill holds the 
office of Pariſh Clerk, in the pariſh of St. 

4 Mary's, N m. In Mr. K-—'s | 
abſence, Mr. C-— ſometimes officia ted, 
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J -ſhall proceed to relate a few particulars 
in a manner ſuitable. to my deſign, in 
laying them before my Readers. 


and was eſteemed no unworthy ſubſtitute. 
On thoſe days when the Creed attributed 
to St. Athanaſius conſtituted part of the 
ſervice, it was obſerved that in reading the 
damnatory clauſe, Which faith, except 
« man do keep whole and undefiled, 
" without doubt be ſball periſh everlaſtingly,” 
Mr. C took the liberty (perhaps not 


juſtifiable by the Canons) of ſoftening 


it into & Which faith, - except a man 


« do keep whole and undefiled be can hard- 


b be ſeved.” 


Havixs engraven the remembrance of 
14 4 | 


a few worthy and imitable characters on 


the tablet of my memory. -.my heart 
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ſnowy neck ! 


- "Digg: is A Gwaking within, us, which 
is ever *unpoſſeſs d. We have not yet 


ſtudied our 
- & Varied Being, Paſſions' Uſe, and End,” 


= —Here we are led into a labyrinth of 
thought 1—Youth, beauty, Ove, honor— 


all the ties of Nature preſs upon us at 


once. . feel... but words are wanting. 
See there a new divinity enſhrin'd 
in the Pantheon of my Heart How 


charming! with what eaſe ſhe reclines her 


See her ſmiling lips her 
heaving boſom. . . O heavens l. . but 4 
fear , 


Tur reader will neither laugh nor ſmile, 


perhaps, at this ſhort apoſtrophe. .. But to 


* 
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and was eſteemed no unworthy ſubſtitute. 
On thoſe days when the Creed attributed 
to St, Athanaſius conſtituted part of the 
ſervice, it was obſerved that in reading the 
damnatory clauſe, « Which faith, except 
« a man do keep whole and undefiled, 
" without doubt be ſball periſh everlaſlingly,” 
Mr. C took the liberty (perhaps not 
| juſtifiable Hoes the Canons) of ſoftening 
it into *Which faith, - except a man 
« do keep whole and undefiled be can Bard. 


4. ly OP” 


Havre engraven the remembrance of 
* 7 , A N 


a few worthy and imitable characters an 
the tablet of my memory. . my heart 
I ſhall proceed to relat e a few particulars 
in a manner ſuitable. to my deſign, in 
lying them before my Readers. 
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Tura is 4 ſowething within us, which 
is ever « unpoſleſs'd*?. We have not yet 
ſtudied our 

© « Varied Being, Paſſions“ Uſe, and End,” 
—Here we are led into a labyrinth of 
thought 1—Youth, beauty, love, honor— 
all the ties of Nature preſs upon us at 
once. ot feel. f but words are wanting. 


3 


See there a new divinity enſhrin'd 


in the Pantheon of my Heart 1. How 


charming ! with what eaſe ſhe reclines her 


ſnowy neck 1 


fear = 


Tur reader will neither laugh nor ſmile, 
perhaps, at this ſhort apoſtrophe... But to 
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explain. My new Goddetsl....as fair a 


*rofe* as ever blew ; was ſolacing her- 
ſelf on a chair near the fire-ſide in our 


apartment, and (except myſelf) alone 
She ſlept. . -.perchance ſhe dream'd. . I 
looked, gazed - ſtood confounded but 
{till I feared——to offend. 


Was there ever implicit obedience like 
this? O Anxa! forgive the bold, but 
unſucceſsful attempt of ſtealing from the 
treaſure of thy virtue—that which would 
have enriched me, nor made thee poor— 
a kiſs ! 


To be a witneſs of approaching felicity 
on earth, would be a fete to Beings ſupe- 
rtor to man. However, while « Man en- 
« groſſes Heaven's high care, we en vy 


— 
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not SUPERIOR bliſs; yet we cannot forbear 


regretting the loſs of that happineſs which 
might have been obtained, had the accu- 
mulation of wealth been entirely out of the 


queſtion. 


Tuar graceful piece of female excel- 


lence (did ſpring, after a dreary winter 


ever appear to fairer advantage?) had a 
mind formed for terreſtial bliſs. The mild 
glances of her eyes were too much-for any. 
except myſelf. Others might ſee, but I- 
felt in ſecret, and often ſighed unknown to 


any. 


Anna had overtures of marriage from a 
Mr. H.of N 
cauſe ofdiſ-union, they were ill-timed. The 


, and, whatever was the 


object was miſtaken, There was an equa- 
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lr, but there was ſomething elſe want. 


| ing (what I feel). . a want of experience. 
The treaſures of a virtuous mind, a come. 
lineſs of perſon, ſuavity of manners, add. 
ed to a ſeries of other accompliſhments— 


wml  # wn 


were ſurely worth more than the conſidera. 
tion of a few paltry pounds 


: Bor O how I caught the tender ſmiles 
of charming Anxa ! How her eyes re- 


flected the mild beams of complacency— 


but not for me Reſpect me, perhaps ſhe 
might but I muſt break off J fruitleſs 


attachment, or 1 ſhall have my poor ſconce 


broken for unparalleled impudence, in 


preſuming once to have loved the daughter. 


of. ..A TRULY LOYAL BRITISH SUBJECT. 


By Aung. 
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bak me + ſacks — Newer ond: ap- 


proaching manhood, a genteel occupation, 
defire of Authorſhip——were all worth 
ſomething : ſo, finding I was beat like a 
hare out of every buſh, I was obliged to 


ſeek the *needful' ſomewhere elſe. 


Tuxkk was, not above -fifty miles from 
the Change, a reputable tradeſman, called 
GREENTHEMS. That gentleman had a 
niece, and my uncle, who was then alive, 
had a nephew. Here we were equal: both 
poſſeſſed titles, and by blood, too. She had 
eyes, ſomething leſs ſparkling than thoſe 
of the girls of G | yet there 


was ſomething of an "NV vivacity in 


her looks: therefore, as three hundred N 


pounds was worth ſomething, and making 


a few frivolous excuſes (which are always 
| R 


- 
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of importance to Lovers). I rote a letter 
as full of ars and conſteruations, as if it had 
been deſigned for the imperia/ Maſer of 


— — 


I RECEIVED a favourable anſwer and a 
few indirect enquiries being made on both 

ſides at the firſt interview, while Mr. and 
Mrs. G&EENTHEME were on an Airing, a 
ſecond meeting was appointed, with the 
uſual s£aLs of Jincerity. 29987 


Ivpren, mils Sa vors had been ſo eſ- 
ſectually wrought upon by the letter I ſent 
10 her, (not by the poſt, for there was nat 
a ſingle pgt except myſelf between the 
Change and P——lanc) that the next in- 
cerview was rather ſolicited on her part, 1 
epprehcnd, o enquire into the Þropricty 
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of my pretenſions towards her. I knew, 


in truth, they went little farther than 
what her expectations from her uncle had 


raiſed, to which L had a particular view; 


and of courſe the connection I wou LD have 


formed with her, would very ſoon be 


terminated. 


WII I I was pluming myſelf on the 
flattering proſpect of gaining the good 
graces of Mr. and Mrs. G. who might, 


for any thing I know, have higher views 


for their niece than ſhe even aſpired to, 


J was not ſtack in anticipating my future 


good fortune: yet it might caſily have 
been perceived in my letter to miſs S. that 
my pretenſtens to fortune were too diſtant | 
to bear much enquiry ; but as Miſs had 
tor reaſons (perhaps to teach her how to 
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write to my rival at Derby) kept the letter 

a fecret from her uncle, matters went thus, 

but not a ſtep farther, in my favour in 
dat quarter. 


As our youthful paſſions may with no 
little propriety be called “ the elements of 
life,” when kept under a proper degree of 

ſubordination; fo, no doubt, as I was then 
near eighteen years of age, and not quite ſo 
big as the man on the white horſe on the 


front of Nottingham Caſtle, yet I began 
to entertain à certain notion of judging 
for myſelf in matters of choice, even where 
female excellence is the point in queſtion. 


© 'Wurn we look over the parterre of fe- 
male beauty, even in our own narrow cir- 


cle of obſervation, what an enchanting 


! 


variety of intermixed virtues and accom-. 


pliſhments are preſented for our admira- 
tion! Pleaſing, alluring, engaging ſmiles, 
beguile us into love. In this. garden of 


Nature, then, let me rove, till, weary 
with traverſing the beds. of. rich per- 
fume, I may at laſt find myſelf betrayed 
into the path of Innocence, and reſt in 
the arbour. of unſuſpecting. . -..unſullied. 


Virtue... - 


time I ſaw her the remembrance of PRu- 
DENCE H******y;, was renewed. Her per- 
lon was ſizeable—her ſenſibility ſcarcely 
equalled—her features formed with a deli- 


cacy that out- painted art, and a voice that 
could ©charm at will!. . would cauſe me, 
in the periods of my avocation, to think of 
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Ax NA, blooming, charming, fair; 
Ever abfent ever near! 


Ir happened in one of my ramblings in 
purfuit of recreation at the Whitſuntide ho- 


lidays, in the Meadow where I was led into 


the train of pleaſing Recollections, that 
a circle was formed ſor the celebration of 
one of our frvourite paſtimes ; and, as every 
dove chuſes its own mate, 1 choſe one. 
We had chaſed each other for ſome time 
RH alt the ardor which the diverſion re- 


quired, when Jo? I difeovered- thar my 


mate was ſprechleſs Modeſſy and re- 


ſerve, I knew, were pecultar ro the Sex, 


and I willingly attributed her srłEN e as 
purpoſely intended to prevent any ſuſpi- 


cron, if ſhe ſhould ſee any thing in me 


that deſerved her attention and regard. 
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Whatever was the prime cauſe of that la- 
mentable defect, L know not: but there 
was ſomething of a natural freedom and 
innocence in her geſtures. . a ſenſe of im- 
perfection, yet expreſſive of a heart un- 
fraught with woe... Poor JawxeTTa ! 
what am I to underſtand by thy tender 
© looks, thy eager graſp l. . while I pity 
*thee, kow am I deprived of thy converſe, 
* that might tell me a ſoothing tale of 
love, and end Sur mirthful evening's 
joy l 
number, and 1 ſoon ſuſpected my having 


made an unlucky choice, from the de- 


We were above a dozen in 


gree of humour it ſeemed to occaſion 
amongſt the company; and, tho' I was a 
littled nettled, in the end it was a leſſon of 


Humanity 1 had not beſore been taught o 
the like advantage. 


® 
U 
) 
W = 
k 3 
* 
3 * 
128 
% - 

F >, 
© 
= 5 
WP 
* & ' 
4 
"£ 
4 * 
4 
t 
* 
io 
1 
J 
{ * 
E 
1 
* 
* 


* E — 


— — S- ” - 1 — 2 . * 
n . n 


118 Mx Mors. 


* 
0 


Tut recollection of this incident has 
frequently ſaggefted to my mind a train 
of reflection, which every reader, verſed in 


the ſcience of Philogyny, will readily pur- 
ſue.” The wninitiated would at firſt be led 
to fuppoſe that ſuch unfavoured children 
of Nature as JaneTTaA, denied her mothet's 
choice endowment, her Sex's darling pri- 


vilege, the gift of winning Speech, muſt 


with it want her 'Sex's power to charm. 
The human heart, which the magic of 
ſweet ſounds fo irreliſtably controls, vi- 
brates to none ſo readily as the Syren voice 
of Woman. . . But i 1s there no eloquence 
in eyes ? and do not their love-ſpeaking 


glances faſcinate even the deaf! 2 And the 


blind themſelves, are they not acceſſibl 
to the tender paſſion-breathing figh—tke 


— 
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voluptuous preſſure of the female hand 
the delicious balmy kiſs, &c. ? 


Fox my part, the emotion which this 
diſcovery excited in me was pity ; * Pry 
the-mother of love; and had not my heart 
been then fully poſſeſſed by my adorable 
Anxa, ſo as to prevent my indulging in 
any dangerous familiarity with that God. 
deſs, I do not know but ſhe might have 
laid her bantling to me. But, as I had. 
already oxE of the breed at my fire-ſide, I 
thought I had not room for another, So- 
I turned, my back on the Goddeſs Piry—- 
ar perhaps I might have deprived ſome. 
honeſt man, not ſo much a philoſopher as- 
L am, of the bleſſing of a.dumb wife. 


For near ſeven long and tedious years, 
ö 
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no certain tidings of my father's fate, had 
come to mine of my mother's knowledge; 


and the various reports of his fortunate re. 
turn, were rather the good wiſhes of his 
friends, than derived from any authentic 
information. Sad and lamentable, as his 
abſence was 1 we once were flattered with 
the hope... . as, on the day of celebrating 


the capture of Belljle, we received advice 


of his happy preſervation from the carnage 
on board the Man of War, where 
his comrades in that ruthleſs Bun, were 
« bot from around bim, on bis right and left 


hand, jront and rear] and that “ he ex- 
« pefted fron Jo return to Love and uE. 


with the reward of Victory. & ettber a 


« zwooden beg, or @ golden chain! .. .. But 


never! 


Is 
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My dear mother at that period, per- 
haps the happieſt in her life, as her felicity 
was centered in me, and ſhe ſaw me as 
happy as I was capable of being, my dear 
mother, I ſay, ſupported a humble but 


contented exiſtence, by acting her part in 
the manufactory of Silk Stockings; in 
which Nottingham has long excelled every 
town in England, if not in Europe, and 
perhaps in the World. — In the exerciſe of 


this employment ' ſhe has even had the 
tranſcendent honour of forming a covering 
for the limbs of  Royalty—of Majzsry 


tel 


I wave ſomertebere read, that at a period 
when this Manufactory was in it's infancy, 
and Silk Stockings were not ſo plentiful 


and . cheap, as to be worn by Barbers, 
8 2 
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| Chimney SWCepers, and Printer's Devils, 


A certain King of Spain, having married 
a Princeſs of the Royal and Imperial Houſe 
of Auſtria the aweful antiquity and nobi- 
lity of whoſe blood is traced by heralds 
even to the Gods and Goddeſſes of the 
Heathen Pantheon; one of che bodies cor- 
porate of chat kingdom, I forget which, 
—poſlibly the Lord Mayor and Common 
Council of Madrid preſented her Royal 
and Imperial Majeſty with a pair of Silk 
Stockings, as a humble teſtimony of their 
their. loyal, dutiful, and profound reſpect 
tor her Majeſty's moſt ſacred perſon.—— 


Now Silk Stockings, as J teld you, being at 
that time ſomething more of a rarity than 
a Plaid in Sco//and, and this being, perhaps, 
ke firſt pair produced in Spain, their 


Waorſhips were, no doubt, exceedingly 


— 


happy in ſelf-congratulation and all that; 
but bb were their Worthips copfounited,; 
ken,” inſtead of the Royal thanks for 
— they were gaping, they were in- 
formed by an attendant that her Majefly 
tr Higbly "offended at their baving the imo 
lente lo Juppoſe, that the perſon of > their 
_ « Sroereigu Lady and Queen moved u pon, and 
n ws e R — N wy 
1 10 WT, 
10 As nate 18 
in a ſtate of improvement. Were her afore- 
faid Majeſty to revive; ſhe might poſſibly 
think they improve in inſolence. What 
would be the ſenſations of her Royal Bo- 
ſom, were ſhe now living, and ſhould be 
told that the very he, which (perhaps at | 
ber Inaveurartien) formcd part of the 


Dreſs of her moſt ſacred Majeſty the 
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— of Spajz and boch Indies, a FR | 
of the Royal and Imperial Houſe of Auſtria, 
a lineal deſcendant of the twelve Cæſars 
who deduced their divine original from the 
pious Eneas, the illegitimate offspring of 
Venus, and Grandſon of the great Jove 
himſelf, who held his throne on high 
Olympus' top, and with his thunderbolts 
affrighted guilty mortals, when that ſyſtem 
was in faſnion; (there, Ma. Cgrrie, is a 


Climax for you) what, I ſay, would 
her Royal and Divine Majeſty think, 
ſhould ſhe be told that the very Stockings 
which then caſed her Majeſty's Sacred 
Supporters (for I dare not, in this connex- 
ion, ſay—Legs) had been rixsx of all pol- 
luted—-contaminated, had ACTUALLY 
been draun upon the vile plebeian * of 
A PrNTER's DEVIL. 
O TEMPORA O MORES ! 
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V miſero mibi / that is, alas ! poor devil ! 
—quanta de ſpe decidi ! which means, what 
aconfounded fall from the top of Olympus ! 
I may be thankful if I have a whole bone 
| in my ſkin ; and the gentle Reader will ra- 
ther pity than blame me, if he ſhould ob- 
ſerve that I hobble a little in my ſtyle. 


As the attainment of any deſirable 
object or wiſh produces, at leaſt, a tem- 
porary fatiety in the boſom of Content, 
I ſubmit it to the Reader's better judg- 
ment to ſay, whether, or no, the lucid 
intervals of intellectual pleaſure and re- 
creation, do not abundantly ſupercede and 
render inſipid, the anxious thought or 
carping care, wherewith we are too apt 
to perplex ourſelves, on being diſappoint. 
ed at the fruitleſs ſteps of an inordinate 
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ambition (common to Printer's Devils) 
and a thirſt after attainments and ſitua- 
tions, for which we (i. e. MYSELF) may be 
neither fitted nor deſigned? Yet, how 
lifeleſs are the objects with which we 
claim a long familiarity... .. and with what 
indifference do we ſcan even the very FUR- 
NITURE that adminiſters to our daily ac- 
commodations 1. . Juſt ſo, is My mind, 
vwhen cooped up in a ſtate of torpid inac-- 
tivity, having neither bent nor inclination, 
to enlarge itſelf, for the accumulation of 
the. TREASURES' of uſeful knowledge—nor 
a-willingneſs to be contracted, that it may 
give a wider extenſion to Taos of greater 
magnitude, whoſe penetrating influence 
might ſet afloat Genius and Virtues till 
then unknown! | 
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| NaTuRaL aftection, the ſtrongeſt of all 
the human paſſions— (the next, SELF-Love) 


was, in ſome degree, ſtill predominant + 
in my breaſt : and, as I had left my friends 
at W with a ſtrong preſumption of 
inadvertency... .Nature ſtill prevailed... .. 
At intervals, I was fad and perplexed... . 
thinking what diſtreſs I had brought upon 
Mr. and Mrs. P. by quitting them, with- 
out leaving a ſingle mark, that might lead 
to a diſcovery of the route I had taken. 
Aged as they were, if living, I knew they 
had tender feeling. . . affection.  .ground- 
ed on the knowledge of themſelves, and a 

ſenſe of the tender care they had ſo often 
taken of me. I therefore ſolicited, and 
obtained permiſſion to viſit them at the 


feſtival of Eaſter ; determining for once to 
T 
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make an ample and open confeſſion of my 
youthful folly. 


'So, having made the proper arrange- 
ments for my pilgrimage, I ſet off on Sa- 
turday the 14th April, 1770, in * blithe 
and merry mood.” The day being fine, 
1 reached Derby pretty early, and paid a 
viſit to Mr. CaR BINE, who had ſerved in 
ſeveral campaigns, and particularly in the 
memorable battle of Minden, under the 
command of the late Lord 8. 
As affluence is not commonly the Soldier's 


Reward, his circumſtances were rather 
circumſcribed; but being on friendly 
terms with Mr. C. I was-entertained at 
his houſe that evening, with ſome pleaſing 
marks of attention. 


As I informed Mr. CAR EIN T of the na- 


r Rm 
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ture of my journey, he was not preſſing for 
my ſtay at his houſe longer than I wiſhed : 
ſo, after thanking him and Mrs. CaRBINR 
for their hoſpitality, I ſet off the next 
morning towards Aſhbourne. | 


© How refreſhing and exhilarating ro 


our thoughts, are the diverſities of Nature! 


Before me, as I gain the ſummit of this 


riſing ground, what a boundleſs proſpect 
opens to my fight I.... On the right hand 
with art and care has the Huſbandman 
formed the well-ſet hedge, to ſcreen the 
riſing crop from the ravages of untamed 


animals, and to portion out his land for 


the ſuſtenance of rational beings.......... for 


Man !....On the left, how aſſiduous do 
they drive their team a-ficid, to clear the 
ground of noxious weeds, and bury with: 


1 2 
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patient hope, the new-ſown corn in the 
boſom of our Parent earth J. There comes 
forward the ſtrong- built Stage, fraught - 
with a load of uſcful commodities, to ac. 
commodare our various taſtes, and to ſup- 
ply the materials and utenſils, and circu- 
late the productions of our moſt important 
manufactures I.... The horſes, how faith- 
fully they obſerve the waggoner's hey, and 
emuloufly draw along the large ma- 
chine 1... Kind Director! let thy gene- 
© rous hand be ever ready to give them 
© their portion of ſhrive ned graſs; and let 
them as often as their need requires, be 
* refreſhed by renewed draughts from the 


cleareſt ſtream l' 


Ox wap as I preſs, let me contemplate 
the extending view, and freight my Fancy 
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with the variety of objects I ſee preſented. 
The deſerted cottage, there, claims ſome 


notice. Some imperious perſon, perhaps, 


has compelled its inhabitant to ſeek pro- 
viſion in ſome other place in this happy 
country ; where the Prince and the Pea- 
ſant's intereſts are both as one here the 
ſtudies of the Stateſman and the labours of 
Villager, are uniformly directed to the 
common good t Rather would I ſuppoſe 
the deſertion 1 have juſt noticed, is the 
effect one of thoſe ſingular inſtances of diſ- 
intereſted Benevolence, peculiar to my 
Countrymen, to Britons !] who has reſcued 
a wretched family from a ſtate of poverty, 
(ſuch as I have experienced) and made 
them truly happy. .. Indeed, man cannot 
be ungrateful without diſguiſe; yet will 
the gratitude ever felt for ſuch condeſcen- 
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ſion, attach a higher and more laſting dig- 
nity to their virtue. | 

Taar I might not indulge too far in a 
ſeries of thoughts, unconnected with theſe 
Memoirs, I ſaid to myſelf— See ! the 
proſpect brightens on the firſt moment of 
reſolution! The church at the head of 
yonder village gives a different and livelier 
tint to the landſcape than what I expected. 
The cottages there without doubt, con- 
tain what my heart much rejoices to ſee— 
a groupe of grey-haired villagers, with 
cluſters of ruſtic youths and maidens, fing- 
ing to dulcet ſounds, - | 


% Haſte thee, Nymph, and bring with thee” 
Jeſt and youthful jollity, 

| Quips, and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
Nods, and becks, and wreathed ſnules 5 
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1 told them about Memoirs and Domeſtic 
Hiſtory, and ſuch © da——d finff,” as 
bur Worſhip was 4% pleaſed to call a poor 


Such as live on Hebe's cheek, LY 
And love to live in dimple fleek : 710 
Sport, that wrinkled care derides, | 

And Laughter, holding both his ſides, “ f 
as the good folks at G — did when ; | 
4 


Devil's endeavours. 


Ax they we will hope (continued I) 
are fatisficd with the produce of their lit- 
tle farms. . while the ſurplus, if any, is 
ſecured to them by the mild forbearance 
of their ſuperiors, and applied to the gra- 
tification of unenviable wiſhes : enjoying 


Plenty, mirth, and gay delights, 
Pleaſant days, and bliſsful nights; 
All che ſweets of Healch and Peace, 
Num' rous flocks, and large increaſe,” 
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Wurx I had come within ſight of Aſh. 
bourne, I had preſented to my view a wide 


and extended vale, on which were ſcat- 
tered ſeveral well inhabited villages, afford- 
ing the moſt luxuriant perſpective to the 


eye. I ſtopped at the inn, in that 


Place, in order to take a little refreſhment, 


and, as it was Sunday, it added ſomewhat 


of a mixture of ſolemnity and chearfulneſs 


to my thoughts; and the countenances of 


thoſe perſons I met with, to the beſt of 
judgment, were perfect portraits of the 
reaſonable ' ſervice which on that day we 


are called to perform. 

NoTH1NnG of further moment occurring 
while I was at the inn, I went forwards; 
and, having not. leſs than twelve miles to 


walk, I made the aſcent on the north- 


by ga ln - a Sas a I ©. 
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weſt fide of Aſhbourne with an eaſy ſtep, 
till I came to the huge cliff, (as it then ap- 
peared to me) whole craggy ſides dart ter- 
ror into the weak and fearful mind... I 
felt thoſe terrors....they were ſuggeſted 
by a ſenſe of the injury I might poſſibly 
receive, had the Bond of Nature been at 


that inſtant broken. 


Finding myfelf, 
however, paſt all ſuſpected danger, I poſt- 
ed with more firmneſs till I came to a 
gentle deſcent, which brought me to the 
fide of a rill, that meandering ſtole along 
the ſide of a low copſe. I ſtopped, as if 
by enchantment, and, after pauſing a lit- 
tle, gave way to the following, or very 
ſimilar meditations. 


O Nartukt ! who never diſdaineſt to 
* diſcloſe the ſecrets of thy beauties to thy 
U 
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faithful Admirers, let me now contemplate 
© this little rill, that has hitherto, perhaps, 
been unobſerved by the intellectual Ar- 
gus; and let my heart and eyes emulate 
© each other in dwelling on this lovely 


«© ſcene ! 


Tre ſcattered fragments of innumerable 
moſs-crowned ſtones diſperſed in the lu- 
cid flood, were fringed beyond the richeſt 
tapeſtry of art: While the golden-hued 
taſſels of their borders formed a canopy for 
the playful tribes of animalcula, which 1 in- 
habited under their ſhade. Their diſtances 
were rather reſpectful than diſclaimant— 
and the leſſer wore the ſame features of Rural 
Magniticence and Splendor as the other. 
The cryſtal ſtream, that encompaſſed alike 
the many-ſhaped fragments, had its ſource 
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from behind the adjacent mountains, on 
which I imagined fat the Helpleſs and the 
Perſecuted, augmenting it with tears 
Here I revolved in mind the perpetual 


change of human circumſtances, and con- 


ſidered them as ſo many Revolutions of 


Things ; which, like the numerous circles 
of a ſtupendous Orrery, had their end- 


ings in the point or place where they firſt 


began. The tinkling murmurs and 
ribbling of the waters ſometimes ſounded 
in my ears, as the voice of pent- up Miſery 
and Complaint, to the SovRREION Source 
or ALL Goop——at others, they appeared 
like the effuſions and ſhoutings on the li- 
beration of ſome unhappy and long con- 
fined Captive, who was juſt reſtored to li- 
berty to a participation of ancient rights, 


of juſtly acquired, and long deprived 
U 2 
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-poſſeſſions.....In this Mirror of Nature 
T watched the various windings and courſes 
of the gameſome current. ...ſ{weet emblem 
of the human paſſions l.... and found them 
all directed to one common end. As well 
might this little brook complain of its nar- 

row limits and ſhallow ſhores, as man de- 
mur againſt his Maker, for having made 
him as he is. Are not all our ſprings de- 
rived from Ox alone? and does not the 
object I am but for a few minutes contem- 
plating, teach a moſt uſeful leſſon, when! 
ſee at the bottom of this gentle ſtream, 
ſuch a variety of fantaſtic ſhapes and ſtones 
of various kues? And whence came they? 
or for what end? Perhaps to pleaſe the 
cye of Admiration, or rather to ſhelter from 


the rapid torrent or the ſun's too powerful 


beams, thoſe varied forms of animated be- 


ing that people this tranſparent fluid. 
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To ſuch or the like uſes J attributed 
that elegant and lapidary diſplay of Na- 
ture; and faid....* Be ever gracious, O 
© ye breezes | to this favourite rill; and 
© let not the broken earth from the tides of 
yon parting hills ever perturb this placid 
© ſtream !.. . Charming picture of Human 
* Kindneſs !.... Thou envieſt not the noiſe 
and buſtle: of the ruſhing cataract, that 
* forbids the traveller's near approach, and 
* compels him to ſtand aloof, leſt he ſhould 
be gulphed into unfathomable deeps..... 
© Like the lower ſtates of men, thou per- 
* mitteſt every Inſpector to examine all 
© thy beauties... .. to wonder, and to admire 
the Source from whence ſuch perfections 
© flow..———Adieu, thou lovely ſcene ! 
the calls of Curiotity cannot now be at- 
* rended any longer—the neceſſity of pur- 
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* ſuing my journey becomes urgent, and 


©] paſs on, while the ſplendid luminary 
© of heaven leads a poor traveller on his 
© ſolitary and peaceful way. 


AFTER I had quitted this charming ſpot, 
which gave higher gratifications to my 
ſenſes than I could then explain, I went 
forwards, till the proſpect ſeemed to be 
gradually changed. I had in every direc- 
tion nothing preſented before me but al- 
moſt barren mountains, ſterile waſtes, with 
few cottages to be be found—the ſoil be- 


ing apparently ſo thinly ſcattered on their 
ſurfaces, that it then ſcarcely afforded 
herbage for a ſingle flock. Yet, tho” they 
ſeemed to be extenfively beyond the boun- 
daries of parochial preſcription, they were 


not totally neglected. The long ranges of 


tits; ©: nfs. © al 
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mural partitions beſpoke the labour of 


many a lapſed and diſtant day! The 
the parts they had incloſed, in temperate 
ſeaſons produce crops that perhaps but 
ſcantily pay the hazard of cultivation: but 
as it aſſiſts in ſome degree to keep up the 
ſtock of grain, ever neceſſary in a com- 
mercial country, the Proprietors, it may 
be preſumed, eſtimate even thoſe ſtubborn 


fields, in ſuch proportion as they deſerve. 


IT is well known to thoſe who hold the 
Keys, as it were, of Intellectual and Philo- 
ſophical Enquiry, that where Nature has 
been outwardly ſparing in her gifts and 

bounties, inwardly ſhe has ever been ob- 
ſerved to be copioully profuſe. The ground 
on which I was then treading (as well as 


that on which I ſtand) tcho' grey and bare 
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by the lapſe of time, has in its bowels a 
magazine of treaſures, which will enrich 
the future generations of my Countrymen; 
and alſo open an ample field for the exer- 
tion and operation of the Mechanic Pow- 


ers, in that and all the adjacent counties. 


We (Printers Devils) are but little ac- 


cuſtomed to meet with diſcuſſions of this 
kind, and perhaps leſs inclined to think of 


them than we ought to be: but i it may be 


allowed me, that the ground is not worth 
treading upon, whic h does not afford ſome 


new matter of ſpeculation or enquiry, 


ſome leſſon of uſefulneſs to ouRSELVES or 
others. I have not indeed, the vanity to 
think I ſhall by my reſearches ever diſco. 
ver the Philo/opher's Stone, or be able, like 
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our more intelligent Cuzzes, to deſcribe the 
Logographical Longitude: yet, on the whole, 
I hope to give ſome diſtant Hl of mental 
improvement, ſuggeſt to ſome one the 
uſe of Matter (a very familiar word in Ty- 
pography) and be inſtrumental in drawing 
forth to public view, ſome object thar 
may in time be worth it's author's atten- 
tion and labours. 


As, for inſtance, though the thought is 
perhaps of the ſame date with that of my 
great uncle, Mr. CLAYLAND, who, to do 
him juſtice, was occaſionally called OLD 
ExLAND. . . ſuppoſe I aſſert, that there is 
but a CERTAIN quantity of matter in the 


World, into which we *are admitted to 


« admire, to enjoy, and to be grateful.” 
Of that quantity a conſiderable part is per- 
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petually conſuming, from cauſes which are 
very obvious. From any demonſtration 


we are acquainted with, ſuch part is irre- 


coverable, at leaſt for ages ! and the ad- 
vance of price in ſeveral articles of fuel, 
is a rather convincing proof, that the 
growth is inadequate to the conſumption. 
There are, however, many probable ad- 
vantages which may be taken by thoſe 
poſſeſſed of Landed Property, in this lit- 
tie Kingdom, (for being rather , as [ 
have before obſerved, I can't fee ſo far as 
other people). The planting of timber, 
therefore, ſuitable to the diſpoſition of 
the ſoil, in all the waſtes and corners of 
extenſive eſtates, more abundantly, might 


be found of the greateſt uſe to keep up a 


proper ſupply of fuel, and for other pur- 


poſes, as well for the preſent as for future 
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generations: and ſuch a method would in 
time, I think, increaſe the quantity of La- 
bour, equally neceſſary in a country, in- 
creaſing in population, like our own..... 
I may add, that if we wiſh to ſee better 
days, it would be no indifferent thing, 
where one tree is felled, to ſee another, 
at the leaſt, planted in its ſtead. 


STILL preſuming on the Reader's pa- 
tience, I cannot avoid obſerving on my 
pilgrimage, that arguments in favour of 
public benefits are, of all others, the leaſt 
attended to ; yet, ſo credulous are we in 
many reſpects, that if we are diſpoſed to 
broach ſome new doctrine, eſtabliſh ſome 
new tenet in a ſort of rule of faith—little 


art is required in dividing mankind ſo as 


to ſucceed, from the number of Claſles in- 
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to which they may be divided. —And, as 
dell. love is confeſſedly the cauſe of all 
Moral Action, I am not aſhamed to own 
that in compoſing theſe Memoirs, I am as 
much intereſted as any writer who ever 
committed his ſentiments to delible cha- 
rafters: but am farther perſuaded, that 
there is in the privy-chambers of the hu- 


man ſoul... that rare and enlivening prin- 
ciple. .. that triumphant faculty of our na- 


Elſe, what 


are the annual Premiums of the SocItrIts 


ture. . . Diſintereſtedneſs ! 


of Arts and Commerce in London, Man- 
cheſter, Lincolnſhire, Yorkſhire, Leiceſ- 
terſhire, and other parts, but ſo many in- 
ſtances of GRATUITous diſintereſtedneſs? 
. (tho. only a Printer's Devil) conſi- 
der the Gentlemen who form thoſe re- 


ſpectable bodies, as ſo many FoSTER- 
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FATHERS Of Society, while continuing to 
hold out incitements to invention in Na- 
tional or Provincial improvements ; and 
that their object is ſolely to create a ſpirit 
of Induſtry... .of Enquiry into the dormant 
qualifications of Genius, however diſperſ- 
ed or ſecluded its poſſeſſors may be in the 
diverſified habits of life; and that THEV 
merit praiſe for their deliberations in the 
Intereſts of Commercial Concerns, higher 


by far than my humble conceptions can 
imagine. 


As an inſtance and forcible example of 
almoſt recent and honeſt diſintereſtedneſs, 
I have permiſſion to publiſa. in theſe Me- 
moirs, a circumſtance concerning one of 


my fellow-labourers in the Garden of Li- 


terature at , whom | chcolc to 
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call Mr. Quixxs; who, in the month of 


February, 1791, being on a journey as 
travelling Agent to Meſſrs. Reams and Co. 
of that place, was of a ſudden compelled to 
be ſubſervient to one of the voluntary mo- 
tions of Nature, at the Crows Inn, Bridge- 
north, in Shropſhire. Papyrus, the fickle 
Repreſentative of the Commercial God, 
for economical reaſons, had ſo far con- 
tracted himſelf as to ſuffer no great incon- 
venience, by making the Pocket-Book of 
a Salopian Eraton- merchant his temporary 
relidence, and had likewiſe agreed with 
Morocco for the accommodation of a vaſt 
number of inferior Paper Dees, as his re- 
tinue; or, in plainer terms, of Bank Notes 
and Drafts, to the amount of ſome nun- 
pREDs. Mr. QuiRts, knowing the God 


muſt for once have miſtaken his road (tho 


MEMOIRS, 149 


it might probably be as near his birth. 
place as mine was to the Sheep/kin-pgot 
where the Leen bridge now ſtands) Mr. 
Qu1Ikes, I ſay, was moved with kind com- 
paſſion on ſeeing his Eminence in ſuch 
danger of falling into the family vortex, 
by humanely ſhewing him the way into his 
pocket for better ſecurity, without enquir- 
ing what motive could induce him to take 
up his reſidence in ſo deteſiable a place as 
the Foricae. Mr, Quires went into the 


Inn, and aſked OLIVER OvuTsIDEs (the 


waiter) if he had heard any Gentleman 
complain of loſing a pocket-book, or if 
Old Stentcr (the bellman) had cryed ſuch 
a thing that day; and was anſwered in 
the negative. Mr. Quires then deſired 
his obfequious friend OL1ver to let him 


know, if ſuch a thing ſhould happen dur. 
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ing his ſtay at the Crown, as he might be of 


SOME uſe to an wunfor:unate fellow travel- 
ler. In about five minutes after, Casnee 
(the landlord) came in, and ſaid to Mr. 
Qu1Res, © Sir, I underſtand you have found 
esa pocket-book, may I look at it?“ Mr. 
Qu1kres politely anſwered, he ſhould “ con- 
« ſider of it.” Accordingly Casnee with- 
drew, and in a few minutes after came 
again into the room, and told Mr. Q. he 
believed he had been lucky enough to find 
the Gentleman who had loſt the article in 
queſtion, Mr. Quires immediately re- 
plied “he was glad of it,” but obſerved, 
that it was uſual for perſons, in ſuch caſes, 
to deſcribe the marks and contents within, 
before delivery to the ſuppoſed Owner. 
—OQn that the Gentleman, who, from the: 


10 
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pureſt motives. of Sclt-Intereſt had in the 


interim come into the room, ſaid, * it 


« was HIS,. it had a red cover (like your 


Ladyſhip's etwee, or your Honor's port 


folio) © arid-on the inſide was imprinted his 


« name” (mentioning it) © in GOLD CaPI-- 


« TAL LETTERS, and in one of the pockets 


« was an Inſurance Policy for -100/. on an 


« eminent. houſe,” which he alſo named. 


—— On hearing this, Mr. Quikrs went 


immediately to one of the windows in 


his apartment, to examine whether the 


contents of the book thus far anſwered the 


deſcriptions then given. As ſoon as the 


book made its appearance in the imma- 


culate hands of my friend, Mr. Qu1res,. 


the Gentleman, with great emotion and 


much emphaſis, exclaimed, “ That's M 


Pocket Boo!“ and well he might; for, 
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by Mr, Quikts' account, the whole told 
to near a 10001. (the very fum I ſhould 
like for relating the tranſaction) as three of 
the drafts were each of 40/7. and a great 
number of others for ſmaller ſums. After » 
Mr. Qu1kes had examined part of the con- 
tents, which agreed perfectly with the 
Gentleman's further detail of particulars, 
and being convinced that he was the true 
owner, he turned towards the Dealer in 
Brawn, and politely addrefſed him as fol- 
lows wes Sir, the Name and the Inſurance 
« Policy thoreughly convinces me that the pro- 
« perty 18 Tour's, without examining it any 
« farther; and 1 bere deliver to you (in the 
preſence of Mr. Cas EE) © and in the exact 
« condition in which 1 found it in the Foricae, 


« WITHOUT LAYING YOU UNDER ANY OBLI- 


« GATION OF REWARD !” 


It may not 
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be improper, perhaps, nor unuſeful to add? 
that the Gentleman really promiſed to re- 
quite my friend Quires* honeſty and diſin- 
tereſtedneſs with a preſent of brawr 


but whether from the want of water, as 
was the caſe in the Navigation at Cheſter 
in 1774 from the want of wheels to the 
land-carriages betwixt G and S—  ; 
from the ſcarcity of acorns (owing to 


the rage at for ſowing them) or 
from the principle of Diſintereſtedneſs not 
operating on all men alike, it ſeems that 
a blameable parſimony got the better of 
that Gentleman's notions of diſintereſted. 


nels. 


Ir is with great reluctance I feel myſelf 
conſtrained to poſtpone a variety of ſub- 
jects deſerving my beſt commendations ; 
** | 
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however, a few ſteps farther may perhaps 


2 y 


ſecure to me, one pleaſing ſmile of appro- 
bation from an applaudin} world. 


Tur ſun was nearly ſetting, when I ar- 
rived at Leek in Staffordſhire, where the 
attention paid me indicated that general 
good treatment which ſtrangers receive, 
particularly in thoſe parts ſeparated from 
more opulent and flouriſhing towns: to 
be explicit, I paſſed a few hours in the de- 
lights of ſocial-converſation, and reflection 
on what I had that day ſeen and felt, 
and retired. 


Taz weather continuing favourable to 
my purpoſe, I left Leek pretty early next 
morning, and paſſed gayly on. The dawn 
of day, and the gradually approaching 
Hens of fertility, introduced a pleaſing ſe 
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felt on the leſs fertile plains of Derbyſhire 


occaſioned any regret of which it were juſt 
to complain: far from it. The advan- 


tages of contemplating a barreniſh or. 


ſtony ſoil in a rocky and mountainous 
country, are ſynonymous to thoſe of abſti- 
nence after long repletion of the animal 
ſyſtem ; which, by renewing the appetite, 
gives a ſweeter reliſh to the aliment re- 
quired for our ſupport, and invigorates 
both body and mind for a freſh courle of 


labour in the employ ments of life. 


*« THERE is a time,” ſays the book of 
Proverbs, „to gather ſtones together ;* 
and I know not that ſuch a branch of mo- 
ral truth can be better applied than to the 
practice in huſbandry, of ſelecting ſtones 
and foſhl ſubſtances from off their ir grounds 
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to give them the advantage of a better 
crop by the melioration of the earth. 
have frequently viewed theſe reliques from 
motives of curioſity, and ſometimes have 
found new leſſons of ufeiulneſs from them. 
Were it only for the pain of bringing them 
from the diſtant quarters of the field, to a 
contemplative Mind, they become proper 
objects of ſerious and uſeful inveſtigation. 
vie but thoſe children of Poverty 
craverſing the fallowed lands in that adja- 
cent tack, and tell me, O my heart, if 
NATURE ever appeared in a more humble 
ſhape? How ſuppliantly they bend to the 
naked earth, and fill their rending plaids 
with thoſe cumbrous forms l.. .. Surely 
(thought 1) the exertions of theſe little 
Ones are of equal worth, in proportion, 
with the labours of maturer years! and 
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ſuggeſt to us, that all the gradations and 
inequalities of life are wiſely decreed by 
omniſcient Providence, for the various 
purpoſes of the Divine operation, in pro- 
ducing the gracious ends of human happi- 
neſs in this Sphere of Action! Even the 
mutilated fragments they have collected, 
and the remnants obſerved amongſt them, 
are full of information, and forcibly ſug- 
geſt to me, that ſome of theſe incongruous 


ſhapes are the reliques of ſome ancient fa- 
bric, deſtroyed by the levelling arm of 
Tims, the great Revolutioniſt, and Grand 
Reformer of human ſyſtems others are 
evidences of having accommodated men in 
various ways the whitened bones of ani- 
mals (perhaps of the swixIsH multitude) 
lying unheeded, are preſent tokens of for- 
mer ANIMATION, and plead, as it were, for 
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the Spectator's kind remembrance, as he 


paſſes by them.” 


Havins advanced a few miles towards. 


Macclesfield, I enjoyed the delights of 


viewing the champaign country on the 
borders of the county of Cheſter. Wide 


and extenſive paſtures, enriched with thick, 


tall and ſpreading trees of various ſpecies 


—lowing herds of cattle, grating and fro- 


lickling in Nature's mode'—Glittering 


manſions, poſſeſſed by the favourite Sons 
of FoxTunxr, diſplaying their glaſſy fronts. 
to the rays of the ſun, and adding a two-. 


fold brilliancy to thcir firſt deſign—com- 


poſed the Majeſtic Landſcape, at once ;o. 


ſatiate the ſpeculative eye, and gratify the 
traveller's curioſity, as he walks on the 
road of Intellectual Life. 


MEMOIRS. 159 


— 
— 


Tux appearance of a decent manſion at 


the front of yonder grove, claims ſome 
attention... . . There, if competence, peace, 
and health, can fill the vaſt deſires of the 
human breaſt, it is doubtleſs found by its 
meritorious poſſeſſor: there, perhaps, 
reſides the Promoter of Science, the ſkil- 
ful Botaniſt, whoſe diſcoveries may ſome 
time grace a handſome folio, and add new 

virtues to the Healing Art... .Perchance 
the Cottager, inhabiting that humble ſhed 
at a few fields* length, has experienced 
the good effects of his curing balſam, when 
applied, by his ſympathetic touch, to the 
irritations and. bruiſes. of the unrepelled 
ſplinter; cauſed, in an hour of labour, alas! 
by an. ill-directed ſtroke !—The Ruſtic 


mind, formed by the ſame hand that di- 


rects this BaiT1sn. Philanthropiſt to the 
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With a faultering tongue, perhaps, he 
faintly utters thanks but who can de- 
{cribe the overflowing ſenſations of heart- 
felt gratitude, that, with a complaiſance 
better than even courteſy can preſcribe, 
ſeals up the phial with a ſilent tear of 


Joy l 


After thus enjoying a few minutes' re- 
flections, I haſtened on to Macclesfield, 


where I took a little refreſhment, and went 


on. As the day was very fine, it added 
new and indeſcribable delights : freſh 
ſeenes occurred in all the villages through 
which I paſſed ; but the number of them 
crouded fo faſt on my fight, that I was 


obliged to © trip it lightly,” which brings 


me to a fort of concluſion; and to bbjects 
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which may, by ſome of my Readers, be 
deemed equally intereſting and conciſe. 


DrscExpIxG ſlowly towards the village 
of Grapnall, on the confines of Cheſhire, 


it appeared that I was likely to be inter- 


rupted in my paſſage. A large bank, 
cloſely formed of regular ſquares of ſods 
and earth, extended in a parallel line, to 
the extremities of the eaſt and weſtern 


Points of fight, and at firſt ſeemed to bid 
defiance to any attempts of mine to paſs 


it. I looked with aſtoniſhment at the 
change I perceived; and, tho' there was 
nothing of terror in what 1 ſaw, as that 


fide of the bank was in a ſtate of vegeta. 


tion, I was in ſome degree at a ſtand to 
think what part of the country I had come 


to ;——however, as the main road was 
2 2 


. ² A ³² oa A794 RS 


3 * - 
1 * 


162 MEMOIRS. 


— — — 


tracked by gutters from wheel carriages, 


and equeſtrian marks of paſſage confirm. 
ing my opinion that an avenue was at no 
great diſtance, I traced them a little far. 
ther, when I perceived an arch (not quite 
ſo lofty nor capacious as the dome of St. 
Paul's, London) with a curve, baſe and 
perpendicular, ſufficient to permit a load- 
ed carriage to paſs thro', without endan- 
gering either the one or the other. Go- 
ing under that marvel of ART, as I had 
not my Paper Quadrant in my watch- 
pocket (nor money enough to purchaſe a 
braſs one) I could not gratify my curioſity 
by taking the exact height in feet and 
inches; but..... (woe is mel). taking 
up a pebble, to try if I could hit that 
point which ſeemed to be the Centre, it 
fell, by the repulſion it met with from the 
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top of the arch and its own gravity, with 


great velocity on the tip of my noſe—nor 


have I preſumed to look much farther 
ever ſince. 


However, when I had paſſed the arch, 
it occurred to me that it was his Grace of 
BrIiDGEewaTER's Canal; and, tho' I was 
even then A LOVER OF PUBLIC: IMPROVE= 


MENTS, I cannot now refrain lamenting the 


almoſt irreparable loſs of ſo many valu- 


able acres of land, in this Ifland;....this 


FAVOURITE SPOT OF NaTuRE !l—— which. 


my COUNTRYMEN are /coring like pork for 
the ſpit I... and contributes, PERHAPS, 
in ſome degree, to enhance the price- of 
proviſions, by lefſening the ſquare con- 
tents of the ſurface of ground, more or leſs 


fit for cultivation: for, (whether Matter, 
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ſtrictly ſpeaking, increaſes or diminiſhes 
in other reſpects, is left for others to deter- 
mine) we are pretty well convinced that 
the ſurface of the Iſland is contained within 
a certain degree of calculation, as our able 
_ Geographers can teſtify. — Theſe, I am 
aware, and much more than I have room 
for in this little book, are only the con- 
jectures of-a warm and (Cavillers will ſay 
wild, enthyſiaſlic, diſoruer d, low, filly, traſhy, 
Fighty, lofty, or T) REASONABLE imagina- 
tion. Here I may very fitly apply Brother 
Ricnary's Advice, where he ſays 

« Help me, good Hands, 

« For [ bave no lands,“ 
and if I had, Iam no farmer, tho' I have 
been uſed to digging for more years than I 
can ſhew © Guineas“, as emmy ſays in the 


play——however, 'tis good advice, I affire 
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you, Mr. Lawrence. And, as I (poor 


Devir as I am) muſt always be directed 
by the SOVEREIGN WILL, or SOME 
BODY, I fully acquieſce in every purpoſe 


intended $oLELY for the PUBLIC BE. 
NEFIT and CERTAIN WELFARE. 


Wirn a ſenſe of every imperfection on 
my mind....my heart... from the loweſt 
and moſt trifling degree of Vanity, to the 
higheſt and moft ultimate ſummit of Ar- 
TAINABLE Perfection, I inform my Read- 
ers, that I croſſed the Mer/ey before ſun- 
ſet, received a very loving and cordial re- 
ception from my Friends at W— — 
where I ſhall wait for the PUBLIC AP- 
PROBATION, thro? the Vehicles of In- 
formation * ix Tur COUNTRY,” and 


ſhall cloſe this Attempt by adding (being 


26 - MEMOIRS, 

rather NIct of conſcience) my Rule of 
Faith, by way of FINALE....truſting 
that the Reader will pardon every defect 
' LITERAL and MENTAL, whether appearing 
from the want of ſcholaſtic Fducation, 
judgment, experience, or any of the ami- 


able qualifications of more refined Life and 
Knowledge. 


Tur PRINTER's DEVIL's 
CREED. 


I. I SELIIEVE in one God. I believe and 


rejoice. For I am not of that miſer- 
able order of Devils who * believe and 


cc jremble.” 


II. I BELIEVE that Self-Government is 
"Deſt... 
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III. I Beirevs in his Preſent Moſt 
Gracious Majeſty King GEORGE—the 
 QUEEN— and all the Royal FAMILY— 
whom. GOD and all GOOD PEOPLE 
will preſerve, for their PRIVATE and 
PUBLIC VIRTUES and USEFUL- 
NESS, : 


IV. I zzLizve in all the Great Officers 
of State the Nobility the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons - and the Conſtitution. 
—viſhing either its WELFARE, or (if I 
may borrow a learned phraſe) its Eu- 


«K THAN ASIA. 


V. I BELIEVE in the Unlicentious Li- 
berty of the Preſs. 


VI. I BELIEVE that ĩt is equally true in 
A a 
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Commerce, Religion, Politics, &c. that 
men of leiſure ſhould converſe together 
« every day” for the public good; and 
that all others ſhould * Zegone about their 
* buſmeſfs.” 


VII. I BELIeve that the word LiBerTy 
may be divided (not EQUALLY) but PRo- 
PERLY) into LIBER (a book—Is it not, 
Mrx rox?) and T7 (to pinD, to put toge- 
ther by threads and bands ; myſelf the 
Blank Page at either end, on which you 
may write what Character the PrINnTER's 
Dev1r deſerves) and, again united, is an 
EMBLEM of the BANDS or BOND OF 
SOCIETY : or, that WE ARE ALL 
BOUND TOGETHER; only ſome- 
times a Lear (Man 1) will ger looſe, either 
by accident or deſign, and ſo be liable 
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like many GENIUSES of my acquaint- 
ance, to be entirely ſpoiled; or, perhaps, 


like this little Work, may be either totally 


diſ-banded, or expect to be roughly and 
ſeverely handled, for want of a regular and 


ſyſtematical courſe of Inſtruction. 


VIII. I Berieve that Authors ſhould 
adopt this moſt excellent and ſuper- redun- 
dant maxim in Morals, to be“ yz. 


«K THER RASH NOR FEARFUL.” 


IX., I peLItve in the Inventors, Pro- 
moters, and Lovers of all the Mechanic 
Arts and more Liberal Sciences. 


X. I BBLIIxvr in all the Great and 
Good Men which have ever lived, from 


the time of the Chaos; or that may live, 


 TMOTRS. 
to that of the Conflragration the meri.. 
torious in all States and Conditions—and. 
much more, from o ad infnitum ; which of 
courſe includes all the worthy Patrons of 
PzxTING ;. and particularly THOSE of 
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